












A LOCAL TIP HELPS CAS FACUL TV REVEAL AN 

ANCIENT 'ARCADE' 

CAS continues to support diverse Council faculty 

research, including paleoanthropologist Veronica 

Waweru. Professor Waweru works in the Central 

Highlands of Kenya to seek evidence of human 

evolution. Over the past several years, Waweru and 

her team have trained locals, mostly farmers, to help 

identify potential archaeological sites using a method 

she calls "knowledge co-production." Currently, the 

team pays a core group of four amateurs, who in 

summer 2023 helped Dr. Waweru make a quite 

remarkable discovery: an "arcade" of several ancient 

Mancala game boards carved into rock, revealing that 

people, likely herders, were playing Mancala at the site 

several thousand years ago. Importantly, Dr. Waweru 

has indicated that the amateurs also engage 

intellectually with the objects they discover, reflecting 

on such things as what life was like for their ancient 

ancestors or the importance of conservation. More 

information about Dr. Waweru's discovery can be 

found here: Ancient Mancala Arcade. 

https://african.macmillan.yale.edu/news/local-tip-helps-reveal-ancient-arcade-kenyas-highlands











