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Modern South Asia

Sponsored by the South Asian Studies Council at the 
Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and 
Area Studies at Yale. For information, please visit  
www.yale.edu/macmillan/southasia.

April 5, 2014
9.00 – 11.00am 
WeLcome And opening RemARkS
Ashwini deo, Yale University

poLiticS of ViSuAL RepReSentAtion 
Chair: kedar kulkarni, Yale University
kena Wani, Duke University 
public Statuary and the politics of Affect:  
the case of Ambedkar Statues and the  
dalit politics of Representation in mumbai 
Sravani Biswas, Syracuse University  
maulana Bhashani as an icon:  
politics of Representation and popular Rebellion 
Ranu Roychowdhury, University of Chicago 
Shaheed minar: photography, Social commitment, 
and the city 1977-91
Discussant: durba mitra, Fordman University

11.15am – 1.15pm 
textS And pRActiceS of ReAdingS
Chair: Asiya Alam, Yale University
courtney Sato, Yale University  
the idea of Asia:  pan-Asianism in the intellectual 
thought of Rabindranath tagore and his interlocutors
Rahul gairola, University of Washington  
British (di)visions: transreligious Alliances in  
Anita desai’s  “clear Light of day” and  
khushwant Singh’s “train to pakistan”
Ritwik Bhattacharya, Princeton University  
Hariprasad Shashtri and the post-Historical novel 
Discussant: Avishek ganguly, Rhode Island School  
of Design

2.30 – 4.30pm 
StAte Society ReLAtionS in  
poSt coLoniAL context
Chair: Sadia Saeed, Yale University
Roger Begrich, University of Bassel  
difference as a mode of Belonging. Adivasis,  
Alcohol, Religion and the Law
yelena Biberman, Brown University 
military capacity and State outsourcing of Violence: 
pakistan’s military campaigns in east pakistan (1971) 
and Baluchistan (1973-77)
Harry fischer, University of Illinois- Urbana Champaign  
Shifting Authority, channeling democracy: 
transforming water management in the indian 
Himalayas 
Discussant: uday chandra, Max Planck Institute

April 6, 2014
9.00 – 11.00am  
conStRucting tHe city-SpAce
Chair: Rajashree mazumder, Yale University
chitra Venkataramani, Johns Hopkins University  
unsettled Visions: public participation and the  
making of the new development plan in mumbai
tariq Rahman, University of Oregon 
Between Worlds: imagination and a  
gated community in Bhakkar, pakistan
gayatri nair, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India 
the city, the commons and a community
Discussant: Sheetal chhabria, Connecticut College

11.15 – 1.15pm
SeLf And ReLigiouS SuBjectiVitieS
Chair: Asiya Alam, Yale University 
yael Lazar, Duke University 
A Temple in Your Phone: Hindu Darśan  
and mobile media
merin Shobhana, Laurier-Waterloo University  
The Sufism of Bawa: Islamic Mysticism in 
contemporary Sri Lanka
SherAli tareen, Franklin & Marshall College  
the politics of freindship on colonial muslim india
Discussant: Andrew Quintman, Yale University

2.30 – 3.30pm 
cLoSing RemARkS

Sadia Saeed, Yale University
Asiya Alam, Yale University
Rajashree mazumder, Yale University


