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| e UAB student reunites with father
p Oum, 36, of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, is studying decades aﬁer CambOdIan genoc'de

Sophea
public health at UAB on a Fulbright Scholarship.

By DANIEL CONNOLLY
BIRMINGHAM POST-HERALD

'UAB student Sopheap Oum doesn’t remember much
about saying goodbye when his father left for a busi-

ness trip from their home in Cambodia in late 1974.
Oum remembers he would take the family on spe-
cial outings before leaving. But after his father depart-
ed in 1974, genocide came to Cambodia, the family
ted and Oum came to believe his father

That was until a telephone call last summer and a
trip back to his homeland last month.

It was in December that Oum, 36, a physician study-
mgfwhupnbhphealmdegeeaﬂhelfmmtyd
Alabama af saw his father for the first
hmemmrlywym

Oum met 82-year-old Heng Oum in Phnom Penh
on Dec. 18. “T just said, ‘Dad,’ " he recalled of the
meeting.
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during the Killings in Cambodia in the late 1970s.
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public health in the United States. The

qmn'ed by the US. State Depmmmg
sent him to UAB.

Major events in Cambodia

W 1967 — Civil war began in backed govemment. Al resident
ts
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least 1.7 milion people died
Khmer

W May 1969-1973 — During the




