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NEWS
Briefing
Hanoi Blasts Khmer
Paper’s Article on CPP
Vietnam has blasted a Khmer-
language newspaper for alleging
that Hanoi is meddling in the af
fairs of the formerly communist
Cambodian People’s Party
(CPP). In a Jan 22 statement re-

leased by the Viethamese Em-
bassy in Phnom Penh, a spokes-

person complained that the arti-~

cle “Vietnam Plots to Divide the
Cambodian People’s Party into
two factions” in the Jan 2021 is-
sue of Neak Prayuth (The Fight-
er) was “a fabrication with ilHn-
tention aimed at undermining
the relations of friendship be-

- tween Vietnam and Cambodia.”

The statement added that the
“consistent policy of Vietnam is
to respect the independence, sow
ereignty of, and not interfere into
the internal affairs of Cambodia.”

B’bang Road Part of

European Pledges

BRUSSELS - The European Com-
mission on Thursday approved
$1.8 million to fund a six-month
health and mine clearance pro-
gram in the north of Cambodia.
Some of the money will help to
reestablish a road-link to Prey
Chik, a town of 25,000 in Battam-
bang province. Much of the aid
will be distributed through the
French NGOs Action Nord-Sud,
Action Contre la Faim and Handi
cap International. (AFP)

Aid Funds From
Sweden and France
Sweden promised $20 million
Thursday for Cambodian devel
opment and human rights pro-
jects in 1997 and 1998, the state
news agency AKP reported Fri-
day. Funds will be channeled
through the UN, the Internation-
al Labor Organization and the
Cambodian Mine Action Center,
the report said. Meanwhile,
France and Cambodia signed a
SZ.Smﬂ]ion agreement Jan 21 to
continue renovation of the Cam-
bodian Institute of Technology, a
French Embassy statement an-
nounced. The funds—the first in-
stallment of a new $7-million
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Shakeups Said to Loom at Top of DNUM

By CHRriS DECHERD
THE CAMBODIA DALY

leng Sary will likely step down
from the leadership of the Demo-
cratic National Union Movement
(DNUM), aides to First Prime
Minister Prince Norodom Ra-
nariddh said Sunday.

“It has not happened yet but it
will soon,” Xavier d’Abzac said,
confirming that DNUM has
agreed in principle to join a new
alliance called the National Unit-

ed Front (FUN). Y Chhien, a for-

mer senior Khmer Rouge mili-
tary commander and mayor of
Pailin, will become the new
DNUM leader, the adviser said.
“leng Sary has always told us
he does not want to get involved
in politics and now he has said he
wants to retire and live a quiet life
on a farm,” Xavier d'Abzac said.

Ly Thuch, the prince’s chief of -

cabinet, said Y Chhien and Sok

Pheap another former Khmer

commander, have

agrwd to become associated with
the new front—but not leng Sary.

A western military observer

said it would not surprise him if

Ieng Sary took a lower-profile-

role. “I think that was the plan all
along," the observer said. “leng
Sary is old and has said several
times he is not mtermd in poli
tics anymore.”

However, a bodyguard to Sok
Pheap contacted by telephone
Sunday in Phnom Malai said he
did not know of any planned lead-
ership changes in the DNUM.

The movement was officially
created in mid-September, short-
ly after leng Sary and rebels from
the areas of Pailin and Phnom
Malai announced their desire to
leave the hard{ine Khmer Rouge.

Meanwhile, a senior official in
the Son Sann faction of the Bud-
dhist Liberal Democratic Party
(BLDP) said Sunday that the in-
clusion of former Khmer Rouge
in a new political alliance may
keep his party out.

Koy Chhoeurn, the president
of the party’s commission for con-
trol and conflict and an aide to
Son Sann, said that press reports
last week announcing that the
DNUM would be part of FUN

surprised the
'Wee:pected ltripuﬂtnm-
ance of BLDP, Funcinpec and the

Khmer Nation Party,” Koy
Chhoeurn said. “We did not

wait,” he said.

leng Mouly’s BLDP also said
that if Son Sann wants to join any
political front or alliance he can-
not use the name of the BLDP.

Bothmmchntobem
oﬁhepnrtywlndl splintered in

Ieng Sary Speaks F rom Pailin

KYODO NEWS SERVICE

PAILIN - Former Khmer Rouge
leader leng Sary, who made
peace with the government last
August, said in a recent interview
that he has no plans to organize a
polhimlpartyortnnminﬂlegm—
eral election scheduled for next

year.

leng Sary, depmnnmmms-
ter and foreign minister during
Pol Pot’s 1975-1979 reign of ter-
ror, made the remarks Wed-
nesday in the former guerrilla
stronghold of Pailin.

The 72-year-old said he has no
intention of asking the govern-
ment in Phnom Penh to grant po-
litical party status to his Democra-
tic National United Movement,

starvation, disease or overworic

he only spent about one month
every year in Cambodia and
ranked only seventh in the guer-
rilla leadership. Reports that he
wasseomdmcormnndto?ol

Pol Pot was during meetings in
late 1992 and early 1993, when
the extremist leader was still
speaking in a confident and “au-
thoritarian manner.” He said that
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