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year reign, which ended in 1979
Their bodies were dumped in a
countrywide system of mass graves
Kknown as the killing fields.
“This was one of the biggest
crimes of the 20th century,” said
Ben Kiernan, director of Yale’s
Cambodian Genocide Program.
The database was developed in col-
laboration with a team led by Helen
Jarvis at the University of New
South Wales in Sydney, Australia
The program hopes to be a cata-
lyst for justice for the victims and a
place where refugees begin to learn
the fate of loved ones.

“The Cambodian Genocide
project will have a profound effect
on the survivors, who can now ask
the questions that have haunted
them for decades,” said Mary Scul-

ly, director of Khmer Health Advo-
cates, a West Hartford organization
that refugees with medical
care and resettlement. “The
project’s use of the Internet means
that survivors can safely search for
answers and can also provide their
knowledge of events, identify vic-
tims and offer testimony.”

Several databases

By browsing the Web site, you
can find information from seviral
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A new Web site lays bat€ the killing fields of Cambodia

an internatio’ crimina\ll tr;b\:;lﬂl
for the top hluner Rouge lea ers.

Kiernarlxj‘ a professor of S_outheast
Asian history who has written sev-
eral books on the Pol Pot regime,
says the databases can be use .by
those still seeking to identify miss-
ing family members and by scholars
studying the region. Also, the data-
base could prove invaluable in the
event that the Khmer Rouge leaders
are brought to trial, as was done to
Nazi leaders at Nuremberg after
World War IL

“If there is a tribunal, it will be
possible to identify particular crimi-

Atrocities included man nailed to door
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things and my identity card

I'he soldiers urged us to hurry up.
They said the enemy was going to
bomb the city. At that moment, in
front of a [indecipherable] smith’s
shop opposite my house, I saw a
man was tied up to a big iron gate.
He was screaming desperately. In
reply to my question, he said he had
refused to go because he wanted to
wait for the return of his wife, and
the soldiers said they put him in
chains so that he would stay there
for good. . . .

We went along Highway 7; on our
way, we met many patients who
were driven out from . . . hospitals.
There were patients who had been
operated on only a few hours be-
:‘v,i't% \;v::ose cut? were still bleeding,
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Ben Kiernan

nals and victims,” Kiernan said. the testimony of Yasuko Naito,a47- researchersto learn the jobs of vari-
year-old Japanese national who ous officials.
was married to a Cambodian diplo-  “So we know in great detail who
mat. She describes how she was Wwas responsible for executions and
tortured and testifies that her hus- torture and interrogation,” Etche-
band and children were killed. son said. “They also kept detailed
“Our main task has been totryto  records of many of their victims.
figure out who did what to whom, Some of the important prisoners
and we believe we have succeeded were required to produce a confes-
in that much more than we would sion of their ‘crimes.’ Since they
have thought we would have been hadn’t committed a crime, and
able to,” said Yale researcher Craig didn’'t know what they were sup-

Etcheson, who has worked closely posedto confess to, many were sub-

with Kiernan on the program. jected to a long process of torture
The extensive records of the until they gave one.”

Khmer Rouge secret police allowed In 1994, the U.S. State Depart-
ment gave the program $500,000
and authorized it to begin docu-
menting the events in Cambodia be-
tween 1975 and 1979. The program
also has recieved $160,000 from the
Dutch government. A $10,000 grant

from the Yale Institute for Bios-

pheric Studies enabled the program
to create maps of the mass graves,
often using satellite technology:

The program also recently recieved

a $250,000 grant from the Henry
Luce Foundation to continue re

Still killing
The Khmer Rouge were driven
from power by the Vietnamese
army in 1979, but they continue to
wage a guerrill 1 the
rmment from bases in Thai-
Jand. “They are still killing,” Etche-

son said. a
During the “three years, eight
months and 20 days” of the Khmer

Cambodians investigate

Last year, the project established
aDocumentation Center in Cambo-
dia, which trains Cambodians in re-
sgnrch and investigative tech-
niques.

Within the maze of documents,
photographs and prison records,
some in English and others in
Khmer, lie clues to the fate of some
victims. For example, an original
document from a 1979 “People’s
Revolutionary Tribunal” includes

1 experienced an unbearable pain.
Nevertheless, 1 had to go on work-
ing until the wound on my foot fes-

uniforms of the Lon Nol regime. . ..
My oldest son immediately burnt

hignew khaki trousers.
L e :

month leave.

clothes. aita'semlos;ywa 1
inflammation
ey
trunk.

Re almost 20 percent of
m:mon was killed, and a
half- thers fled the country

fugees have settled
and about
2,000 are living in Connecticut.
~of Khmer




