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Letters to the Editor

The Cambodian Holocaust

Stephen J. Morris’s April 17 editorial-
page article “The Wrong Man to Investi-
gate Cambodia” is wildly inaccurate.

Mr. Morris quotes selectively from my
writings before I began graduate training
on Cambodian history in 1978 (not 1975,
when 1 was 22 years old). 1 have never
been reluctant to criticize my errors of in-
terpretation during the early years of the
Pol Pot regime. Mr. Morris does not in-
form your readers that in 1979, I published
a frank admission that I had been “late in
realizing the extent of the tragedy in Kam-
puchea after 1975 and Pol Pot’s responsi-
bility for it. It is quite clear that I was
wrong about an important aspect of Kam-
puchean communism: the brutal authori-
tarian trend within the revolutionary
movement after 1973 was not simply a
grass-roots reaction” —which had been my
assessment before 1978 (Bulletin of Con-
cerned Asian Scholars, October 1979).
Even so, I had already published a good
deal of material detailing refugee reports
of executions and hardship in Pol Pot’s
Cambodia.

Mr. Morris does not cite any of the
books on Cambodia I have published in the
past 15 years, though he asserts: “Since
1979, he has worked tirelessly as the acad-
emic world’s defense lawyer for what he
considers the good Khmer Rouge
eastern zone.” In fact, in “Revolution
Its Aftermath in Kampuchea,” I

articles and letters since 1982 reveal a
single-minded hatred of Vietnam that
twisted his entire view of Southeast Asia
politics. Not only did Mr. Morris refuse to
protest the Carter-Reagan-Chinese strat-
egy of rehabilitating the Khmer Rouge to
counter the Vietnamese presence in Cam-
bodia, but after 1990, Mr. Morris fiercely
protested congressional efforts to end the
parallel, seven-year flow of overt U.S.
support to Pol Pot’s non-communist bat-
tlefield allies.

The 1994 establishment of a U.S. Office
of Cambodian Genocide Investigation rep-
resents the first step ever taken by a non-
Cambodian government to advance the
prospect of prosecution of the authors of
the genocide of 1975-1979. Mr. Morris
should not be allowed to groundlessly dis-
credit this overdue initiative.
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We take strong exception to the reck-
less charges made by Stephen Morris
against our colleague Benedict Kiernan.

When recommending Prof. Kiernan’s
appointment to Yale in 1989, the History




