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Ethnic Cleansing

THE POL POT REGIME: Race, Power and
Genocide in Cambodia under the Khmer
Rouge, 1975-1979

By Ben Kiernan

Many people believe that the horrors of
the brief but bloody Khmer Rouge regime
resulted from a peasant revolt run amok.
Kiernan argues that the more than 1.5 million
deaths resulted from a cold, calculated and
largely racially motivated campaign of geno-
cide directed mainly at minorities, such as
Vietnamese, Muslim Chams and those ethnic
Khmers believed tainted by for-
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eign influences. Kiernan heads
the Cambodian Genocide Pro-
gram at Yale University, estab-
lished in 1994 with grants from
the American and Australian
governments to collect evidence
should Pol Pot and his cohorts
ever be brought to trial for
crimes against humanity. Kier-
nan’s appointment caused a
minor academic tempest last
year when some claimed, based
on his youthful opposition to the
American bombing, that he was
naive in his assessment of the
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Race, Power, and Genocide in Cambodia
under the Khmer Rouge, 1975-79

BEN KIERNAN

spilled on “hi
about Hong

Dragon is exce]
tendency to o
every turn of th
opening pages
saga of three
Scots is utterl
thing but sto
racial cliches
Chinaman™ anc
beast.” A str:
lished history
would be mort
more entertai
appears (o be 1

Cambodian civil war and its
aftermath. Nobody reading this
detailed and chilling history
would accuse the author of
being an apologist for that
regime. »
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