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ANTHROPOLOGY & ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
 
ANTH 1813a/EAST 3121a  Contemporary Japan and the Ghosts of Modernity         Yukiko Koga 
 Seminar 
 T 1.30-3.25 
This course introduces students to contemporary Japan, examining how its defeat in the Second World War and loss of empire in 
1945 continue to shape Japanese culture and society. Looking especially at the sphere of cultural production, it focuses on the question 
of what it means to be modern as expressed through the tension between resurgent neonationalism and the aspiration to 
internationalize. The course charts how the legacy of Japan’s imperial failure plays a significant role in its search for renewal and identity 
since 1945. How, it asks, does the experience of catastrophic failure—and failure to account for that failure—play into continued 
aspirations for modernity today? How does Japanese society wrestle with modernity’s two faces: its promise for progress and its 
history of catastrophic violence? The course follows the trajectory of Japan’s postwar nation-state development after the dissolution 
of empire, from its resurrection out of the ashes after defeat, to its identity as a US ally and economic superpower during the Cold 
War, to decades of recession since the 1990s and the search for new relations with its neighbors and new reckonings with its own 
imperial violence and postwar inactions against the background of rising neonationalism. Instructor permission required.  
 
ANTH 2215a/ARCG 2215a  Archaeology of China                Anne Underhill 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 
 MW 9.00-10.15 
Archaeology of China, one of the world's oldest and most enduring civilizations, from the era of early humans to early empires. 
Methods of interpreting remains from prehistoric and historic period sites.  
 
ANTH 3226b/ARCG 3226b  Ancient Civilizations of the Eurasian Steppes             William Honeychurch 
 Seminar, Premodern            
 F 4.00-5.55 
Examination of peoples of the steppe zone that stretches from Eastern Europe to Mongolia. Overview of what archaeologists know 
about Eurasian steppe societies, with emphasis on the Neolithic, Bronze and Iron, and medieval ages. Attention both to material culture 
and to historical sources. Topics range from the domestication of the horse to Genghis Khan's world empire, including the impact 
these events had on neighboring civilizations in Europe and Asia. 
 
ANTH 4102a/EAST 4102a  Pastoralist States of East Asia      
 Seminar, Premodern            
 F 1.30-3.25 
This course examines the political, social, and material worlds of mobile pastoralist societies that shaped East Asian history from the 
3rd century BCE through the 14th century CE. Groups including the Xiongnu, Turks, Khitan Liao, Jurchen-Chin, and Mongols built 
complex polities that rivaled and often conquered their sedentary agricultural neighbors, yet they have frequently been dismissed as 
"barbarian" raiders or excluded from definitions of "states" altogether. We trace the historical trajectories of steppe societies as 
distinct from yet deeply entwined with the histories of other East Asian regions, asking: How did mobile pastoralists organize political 
power? How did their interactions with agrarian states shape both pastoralist and sedentary societies? And fundamentally, what does 
it mean to call something a ‘state’? Through archaeological evidence, historical texts, and comparative analysis, students explore how 
pastoralist groups have been studied, represented, and misunderstood. We examine political organization, military structures, material 
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culture, foodways, and daily lifeways, while interrogating the categories and assumptions scholars use to make sense of the past. The 
structuring question of this course—Do pastoralist states exist, and is that a meaningful category of analysis?—speaks to broader 
debates about power, identity, and state formation that extend beyond East Asia. 
 
ANTH 4824a/EAST 3122a  Politics of Memory                    Yukiko Koga 
 Seminar             
 M 1.30-3.25 
This course explores the role of memory as a social, cultural, and political force in contemporary society. How societies remember 
difficult pasts has become a contested site for negotiating the present. Through the lens of memory, we examine complex roles that 
our relationships to difficult pasts play in navigating issues we face today. This course explores this politics of memory that takes place 
in the realm of popular culture and public space. The class asks such questions as: How do you represent difficult and contested pasts? 
What does it mean to enable long-silenced victims’ voices to be heard? What are the consequences of re-narrating the past by 
highlighting past injuries and trauma? Does memory work heal or open wounds of a society and a nation? Through examples drawn 
from the Holocaust, the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, the Vietnam War, genocide in Indonesia and massacres in Lebanon, to debates 
on confederacy statues, slavery, and lynching in the US, this course approaches these questions through an anthropological exploration 
of concepts such as memory, trauma, mourning, silence, voice, testimony, and victimhood. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

COMPARATIVE LITERATURE 
 
CPLT 3003a/EALL 2880a/  Socialist '80s: Aesthetics of Reform in China and the Soviet Union  Jinyi Chu 
EAST 3250a/RSEE 3316a/            Jing Tsu 
RUSS 3316a           
 Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of the complex cultural and political paradigms of late socialism from 
a transnational perspective by focusing on the literature, cinema, and popular culture of the Soviet Union and China in 1980s. How 
were intellectual and everyday life in the Soviet Union and China distinct from and similar to that of the West of the same era? How 
do we parse “the cultural logic of late socialism?” What can today’s America learn from it? Examining two major socialist cultures 
together in a global context, this course queries the ethnographic, ideological, and socio-economic constituents of late socialism. 
Students analyze cultural materials in the context of Soviet and Chinese history. Along the way, we explore themes of identity, 
nationalism, globalization, capitalism, and the Cold War. Students with knowledge of Russian and Chinese are encouraged to read in original 
languages. All readings are available in English. 
 

 
 

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES & LITERATURES 
 
EALL 0300a    Things Japanese: An Introduction to Japanese Literature & Culture 
 First Year Seminar                Rosa van Hensbergen,  
 T,Th 2.35-3.50                   Yoshitaka Yamamoto 
This is an introductory seminar to Japanese literature and culture through the lens of things that have been considered traditionally 
Japanese. We explore these things—tea bowls, kimono, haiku, animation, fans, etc.—from both premodern and modern perspectives. 
We ask how they came to be regarded as Japanese and trace how they have subsequently circulated around the world as markers of 
Japaneseness. As part of the course, students have the chance to visit archives and museums to view objects and handle original 
materials. No prior knowledge of Japan or Japanese is required. Enrollment limited to first-year students. 
 
EALL 0350a/HUMS 0275a/  Six Global Perspectives on Reality                    Luke Bender 
PHIL 0060a/RLST 0045a                       Sonam Kachru 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 9.00-10.15 
What is the structure of reality? What makes up the world? This class introduces the questions of metaphysics from the perspective 
of different traditions from around the globe. Readings are drawn from Indian, East Asian, and Western contexts, ranging from the 
earliest sources to contemporary philosophy of science. The first-year seminars of the “Six Global Perspectives” series provide an 
introduction to the humanities at Yale. These seminars aim to build confidence for students who have little experience with the 
humanities while remaining challenging for students with more background. Participants in the program receive dedicated writing 
support and introductions to Yale’s collections and libraries. Enrollment limited to first-year students. 
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EALL 2000a/CHNS 2000a/  The Chinese Tradition                      Luke Bender 
EAST 2202a/HUMS 4527a           
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
An introduction to the literature, culture, and thought of pre-modern China, from the beginnings of the written record to the turn of 
the twentieth century. Close study of textual and visual primary sources, with attention to their historical and cultural backdrops. 
Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 join a weekly Mandarin-language discussion section. No knowledge of Chinese required for students enrolled in 
EALL 2000. Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 must have L5 proficiency in Mandarin or permission of the course instructor. 
 
EALL 2050b/EAST 3204b/  The Culture of Landscape in China                              Pauline Lin 
HSAR 4477b/HUMS 1810b           
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

F 1.30-3.25 
An introduction to Chinese philosophical, poetic, and visual explorations of landscape and the changing relationship between human 
beings and nature. Through texts, archaeological materials, visual and material culture, and garden designs from the 2nd c. BCE to 
modern times, we learn about the Chinese conception of the world, relationship to and experiences in nature, and shaping of the land 
through agriculture, imperial parks, and garden designs. We conclude with contemporary environmental issues confronting China, and 
how contemporary parks can help regenerate our ecosystem. 
 
EALL 2190b/EAST 2201b/  Introduction to Chinese Philosophy                    Luke Bender 
HUMS 2140b/PHIL 1119b/ 
RLST 1710b           
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This course represents an introduction to the most important philosophical thinkers and texts in Chinese history, ranging from roughly 
500 BC–1500 AD. Topics include ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, and ontology. We discuss the basic works of Confucian 
and Daoist philosophers during the Warring States and early imperial eras, the continuation of these traditions in early medieval “dark 
learning,” Buddhist philosophy (in its original Indian context, the early period of its spread to China, and in mature Chinese Buddhist 
schools such as Chan/Zen), and Neo-Confucian philosophy. The course emphasizes readings in the original texts of the thinkers and 
traditions in question (all in English translation). No knowledge of Chinese or previous contact with Chinese philosophy required. 
 
EALL 2340a/EAST 4220a  Japanese Detective Fiction                Luciana Sanga 
 Seminar  

F 1.30-3.25 
This class offers an overview of modern Japanese literature with a focus on detective fiction. Through detective fiction we can examine 
key concepts in literature such as narrative voice, point of view, genre, modernism and postmodernism, and learn about debates in 
Japanese literature, the distinction between highbrow and popular fiction, and the relation between Japanese literature and translated 
fiction. Detective fiction also allows for the exploration of key issues in Japanese history and society such as consumerism, colonialism, 
class, gender, and sexuality. Readings include a wide range of texts by canonical and popular writers, as well as theoretical texts on 
genre and detective fiction. All texts are available in English and no prior knowledge of Japanese or Japan is needed. Instructor permission 
required. 
 
EALL 2690a    Topics in Modern Korean Literature                     Kyunghee Eo 
 Seminar 
 T 1.30-3.25 
Students read key works of Korean literature in English translation from the early twentieth century to the present day. The specific 
course topic varies by semester. Primary sources include long-form novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction writing by 
representative authors, as well as literary scholarship on themes and historical context relevant to the materials. The readings in this 
course are arranged in roughly chronological order, requiring us to examine Korea’s colonial modernization process in the first half 
of the twentieth century, the authoritarian regimes of South Korea from 1948 to 87, and South Korea’s integration into the neoliberal 
world order after democratization. Supplementary audio-visual materials such as artwork, video clips and music may be presented to 
students in class. All class materials are in English translation, and no previous knowledge of Korean language is required. 
 
EALL 2801b/EAST 4232b  East Asian Animation: History, Theory, and Aesthetics        

Seminar 
HTBA 

This course explores the history of East Asian Animation and highlight key works from Japan, North Korea, South Korea, China, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, and the Soviet Union. The course is divided into two parts: analyzing the theoretical basis of animation studies and 
animation as an aesthetic form and a week-to-week focus on nations of East Asia. A major topic of this course is the tension between 
the nation-state as the site of animation production and arbiter of national culture vs. animation production as a transnational process. 
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It also analyzes how animation theory has tried to exceed the bounds of the national and navigate the global, regional, and local. Some 
themes related to this explored during the course are socialist utopianism vs. socialist realism; otaku and Japanese postmodernism; 
traces of Japanese nationalism and Empire in anime; Chinese and North Korean national animation as “anti-revisionist” interventions; 
South Korea, North Korea, and Taiwan as global hubs of animation production. Both historically important and contemporary films 
are screened during the course as well as short films as part of lectures.  No prior knowledge or language ability is required and all films 
will have English subtitles. 
 
EALL 2808a/WGSS 2808a  Sexual Cultures in East Asia                     Kyunghee Eo 

Seminar 
W 1.30-3.25 

This course explores how sex and sexuality have been discussed, regulated, and represented across East Asia and its diaspora, with 
particular focus on non-normative sexualities and gender variance. Course materials are organized in roughly chronological order, 
moving from scholarship on homoerotic practices in premodern East Asia; the introduction of modern sexological discourse in the 
early twentieth century; literary expressions of sexual deviance from the Cold War era (1945-1987); and LGBTQ subjectivities, 
cultures, and social movements since the 1990s. All class materials will be in English translation, and no previous knowledge of East Asian 
languages is required. 
 
EALL 2810b/FILM 3047b  Japanese Cinema and Its Others                  Aaron Gerow 

Seminar 
MW 11.35-12.50 

Critical inquiry into the myth of a homogeneous Japan through analysis of how Japanese film and media historically represents “others” 
of different races, ethnicities, nationalities, genders, and sexualities, including women, black residents, ethnic Koreans, Okinawans, 
Ainu, undocumented immigrants, LGBTQ minorities, the disabled, youth, and monstrous others like ghosts. 
 
EALL 2880a/CPLT 3003a/  Socialist '80s: Aesthetics of Reform in China and the Soviet Union  Jinyi Chu 
EAST 3250a/RSEE 3316a/            Jing Tsu 
RUSS 3316a           
 Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of the complex cultural and political paradigms of late socialism from 
a transnational perspective by focusing on the literature, cinema, and popular culture of the Soviet Union and China in 1980s. How 
were intellectual and everyday life in the Soviet Union and China distinct from and similar to that of the West of the same era? How 
do we parse “the cultural logic of late socialism?” What can today’s America learn from it? Examining two major socialist cultures 
together in a global context, this course queries the ethnographic, ideological, and socio-economic constituents of late socialism. 
Students analyze cultural materials in the context of Soviet and Chinese history. Along the way, we explore themes of identity, 
nationalism, globalization, capitalism, and the Cold War. Students with knowledge of Russian and Chinese are encouraged to read in 
original languages. All readings are available in English. 
 
EALL 2960a/EAST 3621a/  Religion and Culture in Korea                     Hwansoo Kim 
RLST 1210a 
 Seminar 

Th 1.30-3.25 
Introduction to Shamanism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Christianity, and new religions in Korea from ancient times to the 
present. Examination of religious traditions in close relationships with social, economic, political, and cultural environments in Korean 
society. Examination of religious tensions, philosophical arguments, and ethical issues that indigenous and foreign religions in Korea 
have engaged throughout history to maximize their influence in Korean society. 
 
EALL 3000a/EAST 3222a  Sinological Methods                                        Pauline Lin 
 Seminar  

F 9.25-11.20 
A research course designed for graduate and advanced undergraduate students working on early, imperial or modern China in 
preparation for their theses. Students use their own research topic as a focus to explore and utilize the wealth of primary sources and 
tools available in China, Japan, and the West. As a group, we learn about the history of Chinese book collecting, classification of 
knowledge, the compilation of the encyclopedia Gujin tushu jicheng and the canon Siku quanshu, as well as the darker aspects of 
censorship from ancient times to the present. For native speakers of Chinese, the course includes secondary literature in English and 
instruction in professional writing in English about China. Other topics include Chinese bibliographies, bibliophiles’ notes, specialized 
dictionaries, maps and geographical gazetteers, textual editions, genealogies and biographical sources, archaeological and visual 
materials, major Chinese encyclopedias, compendia, and databases, and evaluating variations and reliability. The course is supplemented 
by materials from the Beinecke rare books collection. Prerequisite: CHNS 1710 or equivalent. 
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EALL 3010b    Ancient and Medieval Chinese Poetry              Lucas Bender 
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
Readings in ancient and middle-period Chinese poetry, from the beginnings of the tradition through the Song dynasty. Prerequisite: one 
year of classical/literary Chinese or equivalent, or permission of the instructor. 
 

CHINESE   
 
CHNS 1100a    Elementary Modern Chinese I (L1)                             

M-F 8.20-9.10, 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 2.35-3.25       
Intended for students with no background in Chinese. An intensive course with emphasis on spoken language and drills. Pronunciation, 
grammatical analysis, conversation practice, and introduction to reading and writing Chinese characters. This course meets during reading 
period. 
 
CHNS 1120a    Elementary Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L1)              
 M-F 8.20-9.10, 10.30-11.20            
First level of the advanced learner sequence. Intended for students with some aural proficiency but very limited ability in reading and 
writing Chinese. Training in listening and speaking, with emphasis on reading and writing. Placement confirmed by placement test and by 
instructor.  
 
CHNS 1200b    Elementary Modern Chinese II (L2)                              

M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20         
Continuation of CHNS 1100. After CHNS 1100 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
CHNS 1220b    Elementary Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L2)              
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20            
Continuation of CHNS 1120. After CHNS 1120 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1300a    Intermediate Modern Chinese I (L3)         
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20            
An intermediate course that continues intensive training in listening, speaking, reading, and writing and consolidates achievements from 
the first year of study. Students improve oral fluency, study more complex grammatical structures, and enlarge both reading and 
writing vocabulary. After CHNS 1200 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
CHNS 1320a    Intermediate Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L3)            
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20                       
The second level of the advanced learner sequence. Intended for students with intermediate oral proficiency and elementary reading 
and writing proficiency. Students receive intensive training in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, supplemented by audio and video 
materials. The objective of the course is to balance these four skills and work toward attaining an advanced level in all of them. 
Prerequisite: CHNS 1220b or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
CHNS 1400b    Intermediate Modern Chinese II (L4)                                     

M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20           
Continuation of CHNS 1300. To be followed by CHNS 1500.  After CHNS 1300 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
CHNS 1420b    Intermediate Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L4)  
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20              
Continuation of CHNS 1320. After CHNS 1320 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1500a    Advanced Modern Chinese I (L5)               
 MWF 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 11.35-12.25                   
Third level of the standard foundational sequence of modern Chinese, with study in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Use of 
audiovisual materials, oral presentations, skits, and longer and more frequent writing assignments to assimilate more sophisticated 
grammatical structures. Further introduction to a wide variety of written forms and styles. Use of both traditional and simplified forms 
of Chinese characters. After CHNS 1400 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1510b    Advanced Modern Chinese II (L5)                         
 MWF 10.30-11.20, 11.35-12.25           
Continuation of CHNS 1500. After CHNS 1500 or equivalent. 
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CHNS 1520a    Advanced Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L5)              
MWF 9.25–10.15, 10.30-11.20, 11.35-12.25  

This course is intended for heritage speakers with intermediate high to advanced low speaking and listening skills and with intermediate 
reading and writing skills. The class follows CHNS 1420 in the heritage track. The goal of the course is to help students effectively 
expand their skills in reading and writing while concurrently addressing the need to improve their listening and oral skills in formal 
environments. The materials cover a variety of topics relating to Chinese culture, society, and cultural differences, supplemented with 
authentic video materials. Prerequisite: CHNS 1420 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1530b    Advanced Modern Chinese for Heritage Speakers (L5)          

MWF 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20                          
This course is intended for heritage speakers at the low advanced level with advanced low speaking and listening skills and with 
intermediate high to advanced low reading and writing proficiency. This course follows CHNS 1520 in the heritage track. The goal of 
the course is to help students effectively expand their skills in reading and writing while concurrently addressing the need to improve 
their listening and oral skills in formal environments. The materials cover a variety of topics relating to Chinese culture, society, and 
cultural differences, supplemented with authentic video materials. After CHNS 1520, CHNS 1560, or equivalent.  
 
CHNS 1580a    Advanced Modern Chinese III through Films and Stories (L5)   
 MWF 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 11.35-12.25 
Fourth level of the standard foundational sequence of modern Chinese, with study in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Readings 
in a wide range of subjects form the basis of discussion and other activities. Students consolidate their skills, especially speaking 
proficiency, at an advanced level. Materials use both simplified and traditional characters. After CHNS 1510 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1590b    Advanced Modern Chinese IV through Films and Stories (L5)             
 MWF 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20 
Continuation of CHNS 1580.  After CHNS 1580 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1600a    Chinese for Contemporary Media (L5)                Ninghui Liang 
 T,Th 9.00-10.15 
This course invites students to explore contemporary Chinese society, culture, and language through films, TV programs, and social 
media videos. By engaging with authentic visual narratives and written materials, students will not only enhance their Chinese language 
skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing but also gain deeper insights into everyday life, values, and social changes in modern 
China. Each unit combines film-based discussions, vocabulary development, and cultural reflection, encouraging learners to think 
critically and communicate meaningfully in Chinese. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1590, or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1601b    Chinese for Film, Language, and Culture (L5)     
 T,Th 9.00-10.15 
This course explores the Chinese language through the lens of film, using selected works from contemporary and classic Chinese 
cinema to develop students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Through guided viewing, discussion, and analysis, students 
engage with authentic language as it appears in real-life contexts, including colloquial expressions, regional accents, and cultural 
references. The course also introduces key themes in Chinese society and culture, encouraging students to interpret films critically 
while expanding their linguistic and intercultural competence. By the end of the course, students will be able to communicate more 
effectively in Chinese and demonstrate a deeper understanding of how language and culture are represented on screen. After CHNS 
1530, CHNS 1590 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1610b    Chinese for the Food Culture of China (L5)     
 MW 9.00-10.15 
This course aims to improve advanced-level Chinese learners’ conversational, reading, and writing skills by engaging them with diverse 
topics related to Chinese food and food culture. The class is suitable for students who have completed CHNS 1530, 1570, 1590, or 
the equivalent of one of these classes elsewhere. Through readings, lectures, discussion, video screenings, and interviews, students 
explore China’s food culture through these topics: 1) Chinese culinary history; 2) Regional specialties; 3) Chinese food in the context 
of globalization; 4) Food safety and environmental protection; 5) Food and health.  After CHNS 1530, 1570, 1590, or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1620a    Advanced Chinese for History and Culture (L5)          Rongzhen Li 
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
This course is intended for both heritage and non heritage learners with advanced proficiency. Students develop sophisticated language 
skills through working with authentic written materials, images, and videos concerning historical events, historical figures, artists, 
writers, and philosophers. Activities include working with translation tools, discussions, debates, presentations, oral and written 
exercises on platforms such as Playposit and Perusall, and collaborative projects.  After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590, or 
equivalent. 
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CHNS 1630b    Advanced Chinese through History and Art (L5)          Rongzhen Li 
 T,Th 2.35-3.50 
This course is intended for both heritage and non heritage learners with advanced proficiency. Students develop sophisticated language 
skills through working with authentic written materials, images, and videos concerning historical events, historical figures, artists, 
writers, and philosophers. Activities include working with translation tools, discussions, debates, presentations, oral and written 
exercises on platforms such as Playposit and Perusall, and collaborative projects. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590, or 
equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1640a    Chinese for Reading Contemporary Fiction (L5)              Wei Su 
 MW 11.35-12.50 or T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Selected readings in Chinese fiction of the 1980s and 1990s for the purpose of developing advanced language skills in reading, speaking, 
and writing. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590, or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1650b    Readings in Modern Chinese Fiction (L5)               Wei Su 
 MW 11.35-12.50 
We read and discuss modern short stories, most written prior to 1949, for the purpose of developing advanced language skills in 
reading, speaking, and writing. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590, or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1660a or 1670b   Chinese for Current Affairs (L5)                      
 MW 11.35-12.50 or T,Th 9.00-10.15 
Advanced language course with a focus on speaking and writing in formal styles. Current affairs are used as a vehicle to help students 
learn advanced vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, complex sentence structures, news writing styles and formal stylistic register. 
Materials include texts and videos selected from news media worldwide to improve students’ language proficiency for sophisticated 
communications on a wide range of topics. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, or CHNS 1590. 
 
CHNS 1680a or 1690b   Chinese for Global Enterprises (L5)         Haiwen Wang 
 MW 1.05-2.20 
Advanced language course with a focus on Chinese business terminology and discourse. Discussion of China's economic and 
management reforms, marketing, economic laws, business culture and customs, and economic relations with other countries. Case 
studies from international enterprises that have successfully entered the Chinese market. After CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590 
or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1700a    Introduction to Literary Chinese I (L5)                   Pauline Lin 
 Pre-Modern 
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Reading and interpretation of texts in various styles of literary Chinese (wenyan), with attention to basic problems of syntax and literary 
style. Course conducted in English. After CHNS 1510, CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570 or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1710b    Introduction to Literary Chinese II (L5)             Pauline Lin 
 Pre-Modern 
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Continuation of CHNS 170. After CHNS 1700, or equivalent. 
 
CHNS 1720a    Chinese for Scholarly Conversation (L5)                   Yu-Lin Saussy 
 MW 2.35-3.50 
This course aims to bring students to advanced competence in all aspects of modern Chinese, and prepare students for advanced 
research or employment in a variety of China-related fields. Materials include readings on contemporary social, cultural, and political 
issues, which are written by prominent scholar writers in related fields. This level is suitable for students who have had four years of 
college Chinese prior to attending, or who have taken three years of an accelerated program meant for heritage speakers. Prerequisite: 
CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570, CHNS 1590, or equivalent, or permission of instructor. 
 
CHNS 1750a    Guided Readings in Early Modern Vernacular Chinese, 16-20C           Nellie Yang 
 W 4.00-5.55 
This course is designed for students with L5 Chinese (or equivalent) who wish to engage deeply and directly with the late imperial 
Chinese narrative fiction canon (ca. 16th–20th centuries). It combines linguistic training in so-called “vernacular Chinese”—more 
accurately understood as a hybrid of literary and spoken registers—with critical inquiry into the concept itself. In particular, 
we examine how “vernacular Chinese” has been deployed as a retrospective category in shaping the Chinese novel tradition. Through 
the course, students develop the skills and confidence to read late imperial fiction in the original, gain familiarity with the media 
contexts that produced these works, and approach their literary “genealogy” from a critical, Sinological perspective. L5 Chinese (or 
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equivalent). This means you can read a short Mandarin story with the help of a dictionary. Prior experience with classical Chinese will be helpful 
but not required.  
 
CHNS 2000a/EALL 2000a/  The Chinese Tradition                      Luke Bender 
EAST 2202a/HUMS 4527a           
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
An introduction to the literature, culture, and thought of pre-modern China, from the beginnings of the written record to the turn of 
the twentieth century. Close study of textual and visual primary sources, with attention to their historical and cultural backdrops. 
Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 join a weekly Mandarin-language discussion section. No knowledge of Chinese required for students enrolled in 
EALL 2000. Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 must have L5 proficiency in Mandarin or permission of the course instructor. 
 

JAPANESE   
 
JAPN 1100a    Elementary Japanese I (L1)                

M-F 8.20-9.10, 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20                                 
Introductory course for students with no previous background in Japanese. Development of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, 
and writing, including hiragana, katakana, and kanji characters. Introduction to Japanese culture and society. Individual tutorial sessions 
to improve oral communication skills. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1200b    Elementary Japanese II (L2)                   

M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 11.35-12.25                              
Continuation of JAPN 1100, with additional supplementary materials such as excerpts from television shows, anime, and songs. 
Introduction of 150 additional kanji. After JAPN 1100 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1300a    Intermediate Japanese I (L3)        
 M-F 8.20-9.10, 9.25-10.15 
Continued development in both written and spoken Japanese. Aspects of Japanese culture, such as history, art, religion, and cuisine, 
explored through text, film, and animation. Online audio and visual aids facilitate listening, as well as the learning of grammar and kanji. 
Individual tutorial sessions improve conversational skills. After JAPN 1200 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1400b    Intermediate Japanese II (L4)                                         
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20 
Continuation of JAPN 1300. After JAPN 1300 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1500a    Advanced Japanese I (L5)                      
 MW or T,Th 11.35-12.50, T,Th 4.00-5.15 
Advanced language course that further develops proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening of Japanese. Discussion topics 
include a variety of Japanese culture and society, such as food, religion, and pop-culture. Individual tutorial sessions to improve oral 
communication skills. After JAPN 1400 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1510b    Advanced Japanese II (L5)                     
 T,Th 2.30-3.45 
Continuation of JAPN 1500. After JAPN 1500 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1560a    Advanced Japanese III (L5)                  Hiroyo Nishimura             
 T,Th 2.35-3.50, 4.00-5.15 
This course is designed to further develop students’ proficiency in all four language skills - reading, writing, listening, and speaking – 
with the goal of achieving an advanced level of proficiency. The course explores contemporary Japanese society and social issues, 
encompassing diverse topics including the education system, school bullying, the political system and elections, the low birth rate and 
aging society, inequality and discrimination.  After JAPN 1500 or JAPN 1510 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
JAPN 1570b    Advanced Japanese IV (L5)                
 T,Th 2.30-3.45 
Continuation of JAPN 1560. After JAPN 1560 or equivalent. 
 
JAPN 1600a    Reading Stories in Modern Japanese (L5)           Luciana Sanga              
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Spanning texts from the end of the Nineteenth Century to the present day, this course bridges the gap between reading Japanese 
literature in a language class environment and reading Japanese literature with fluency for academic purposes and indeed, for pleasure. 
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Students learn best practices for carefully reading and translating texts in Japanese, such as how to pay attention to aspects of form 
and style, the effective use of physical and digital dictionaries, and how to understand editorial annotations and translator notes. As 
students continue to build reading competencies and speed, they also encounter different approaches to literary works: methods of 
close-reading, the importance of historical context, bibliographic methods, and the relevance of author biography. Readings are in 
Japanese with discussion in English. Instructor permission required. 
 
JAPN 1700a    Introduction to Literary Japanese (L5)           Yoshitaka Yamamoto
 Pre-Modern 
 T,Th 9.00-10.15 
Introduction to the grammar and style of the premodern literary language (bungotai). We will read Taketori monogatari (The Tale of 
the Bamboo Cutter, ca. 909), the oldest surviving work of prose fiction in Japanese, with a view toward understanding how literary 
texts were created, preserved, and disseminated in premodern Japan and East Asia. Prerequisite: JAPN 1510 or equivalent. 
 
JAPN 1710b    Readings in Literary Japanese (L5)          Yoshitaka Yamamoto  
 Pre-Modern 
 W 1.30-3.25 
Close analytical reading of a selection of texts from the Nara through the Tokugawa periods: prose, poetry, and various genres. 
Introduction to kanbun. After JAPN 1700 or equivalent. 
 

KOREAN   
 
KREN 1100a    Elementary Korean I (L1)                            
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 2.35-3.25        
A beginning course in modern Korean. Pronunciation, lectures on grammar, conversation practice, and introduction to the writing 
system (Hankul).  
 
KREN 1200b    Elementary Korean II (L2)         
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20, 2.35-3.25         
Continuation of KREN 1100. After KREN 1100 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
KREN 1300a    Intermediate Korean I (L3)        
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20 
Continued development of skills in modern Korean, spoken and written, leading to intermediate-level proficiency. 
After KREN 1200 or equivalent. 
 
KREN 1320a    Intermediate Korean for Advanced Learners I (L3)   

M-F 10.30-11.20, 2.35-3.25 
Intended for students with some oral proficiency but little or no training in Hankul. Focus on grammatical analysis, the standard spoken 
language, and intensive training in reading and writing.  
 
KREN 1400b    Intermediate Korean II (L4)                 
 M-F 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20 
Continuation of KREN 1300. After KREN 1300 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
KREN 1420b    Intermediate Korean for Advanced Learners II (L4)  
 M-F 10.30-11.20, 2.35-3.25 
Continuation of KREN 1320. After KREN 1320 or equivalent. This course meets during reading period. 
 
KREN 1500a    Advanced Korean I: Korean Language and Culture through K-Pop Music (L5) 
 MWF 11.35-12.25          Angela Lee-Smith 
An advanced language course with emphasis on developing vocabulary and grammar, practice reading comprehension, speaking on a 
variety of topics, and writing in both formal and informal styles. Use storytelling, discussion, peer group activities, audio and written 
journals, oral presentations, and supplemental audiovisual materials and texts in class. Intended for nonheritage speakers. After KREN 
1400 or equivalent. 
 
KREN 1510b    Advanced Korean II: Language and Culture through Media (L5) 
 MWF 11.35-12.25           Angela Lee-Smith 
This course is content and project-based to further develop integrated language skills-spoken and written, including grammar and 
vocabulary, as well as intercultural competence through Korean media. Through a variety of media, such as print media, publishing, 
digital media, cinema, broadcasting (radio, television, podcasting), and advertising, students explore and reflect on a wide range of 



 10 

topics and perspectives in Korean culture and society. The course learning activities include interactive, interpretive, and presentational 
communication; critical analysis; creative and authentic language applications in formal/informal contexts. After KREN 1500 or equivalent. 
 
KREN 1520a    Advanced Korean III: Contemporary Life in Korea (L5)      Hyunsung Lim 
 MWF 9.25-10.15, 10.30-11.20 
This course is an advanced language course designed to further develop language skills through topics related to contemporary Korea, 
including lifestyle, society, culture, and literature, supplemented with authentic media materials. This course aims to expand students’ 
understanding of Korea while enhancing their multiliteracy. Intended for both non-heritage speakers and heritage speakers. Prerequisite: 
After KREN 1420 or KREN 1510, or equivalent. 
 
KREN 1530b    Advanced Korean IV: Korean Sociocultural Practices and Perspectives (L5) 
 MWF 9.25-10.15, 2.35-3.25 
This course is an interdisciplinary content-based advanced course in modern Korean. It aims to advance language skills in all four areas 
and cultural competence to communicate with fluency and accuracy. Students build up wide-ranging vocabulary and grammar, while 
registering and deepening their understanding of cultural aspects through authentic materials and communicative tasks across a variety 
of topics, such as social, academic, or career interests. After KREN 1520 or with permission of instructor 
 
KREN 1540a    Advanced Korean V: History and Society (L5)       Bookyung Jung 
 T,Th 2.35-3.50 
An advanced language course designed to develop reading and writing skills using Web-based texts in a variety of genres. Students 
read texts independently and complete comprehension and vocabulary exercises through the Web. Discussions, tests, and intensive 
writing training in class. After KREN 1520 or equivalent. 
 
KREN 1700b     Introduction to Hanja (L4)       Seunghee Back  
 MW 1.05-2.20 
This course teaches Hanja, the Chinese characters commonly used in modern Korean society. The main goal is for students to master 
300 basic Hanja that frequently appear in Korean vocabulary. Through various materials, students explore how these characters are 
integrated into Korean words and how these words are used in everyday contexts. By engaging with these concepts, students enhance 
their understanding of Korean vocabulary and improve their overall proficiency in the language. After KREN 140 or equivalent. 

 
 

EAST ASIAN STUDIES 
 
EAST 0320b/HIST 0430b  Tokyo              Daniel Botsman 
 First Year Seminar 

T,Th 1.05-2.20 
Four centuries of Japan's history explored through the many incarnations, destructions, and rebirths of its foremost city. Focus on the 
solutions found by Tokyo's residents to the material and social challenges of concentrating such a large population in one place. 
Tensions between continuity and impermanence, authenticity and modernity, and social order and the culture of play. Enrollment limited 
to first-year students. 
 
EAST 0401b/HSAR 0016b  Chinese Painting and Culture            Quincy Ngan 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 2.35-3.50 
This course focuses on important works of Chinese painting and major painters from the fourth century CE to the twentieth century. 
Through close readings of the pictorial contents and production contexts of such works of art, this course investigates the works’ 
formats, meanings, and innovations from social, historical, and art-historical perspectives. In this course, students become familiar with 
the traditional Chinese world and acquire the knowledge necessary to be an informed viewer of Chinese painting. Discussions of 
religion, folkloric beliefs, literature, relationships between men and women, the worship of mountains, the laments of scholars, and 
the tastes of emperors and wealthy merchants also allow students to understand the cultural roots of contemporary China.  Enrollment 
limited to first-year students. Instructor permission required. 
 
EAST 2201b/EALL 2190b/  Introduction to Chinese Philosophy                    Luke Bender 
HUMS 2140b/PHIL 1119b/ 
RLST 1710b          
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This course represents an introduction to the most important philosophical thinkers and texts in Chinese history, ranging from roughly 
500 BC–1500 AD. Topics include ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, and ontology. We discuss the basic works of Confucian 
and Daoist philosophers during the Warring States and early imperial eras, the continuation of these traditions in early medieval “dark 
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learning,” Buddhist philosophy (in its original Indian context, the early period of its spread to China, and in mature Chinese Buddhist 
schools such as Chan/Zen), and Neo-Confucian philosophy. The course emphasizes readings in the original texts of the thinkers and 
traditions in question (all in English translation). No knowledge of Chinese or previous contact with Chinese philosophy required. 
 
EAST 2202a/CHNS 2000a/  The Chinese Tradition                      Luke Bender 
EALL 2000a/HUMS 4527a           
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
An introduction to the literature, culture, and thought of pre-modern China, from the beginnings of the written record to the turn of 
the twentieth century. Close study of textual and visual primary sources, with attention to their historical and cultural backdrops. 
Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 join a weekly Mandarin-language discussion section. No knowledge of Chinese required for students enrolled in 
EALL 2000. Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 must have L5 proficiency in Mandarin or permission of the course instructor. 
 
EAST 2302b/HIST 1407b  The Making of Japan's Great Peace, 1550–1850              Fabian Drixler 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 
 HTBA 
Examination of how, after centuries of war in Japan and overseas, the Tokugawa shogunate built a peace that lasted more than 200 
years. Japan's urban revolution, the eradication of Christianity, the Japanese discovery of Europe, and the question of whether 
Tokugawa Japan is a rare example of a complex and populous society that achieved ecological sustainability. 
 
EAST 2403b/HSAR 3305b  Time in Chinese Art                               Quincy Ngan 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This class explores the theme of “time” in Chinese art from the traditional to the contemporary period. Drawing upon scholarship on 
Chinese philosophical understanding of time and clockworks, this course explores how art made manifest notions of the future, past, 
and present, the passage of time, ksana, aeons, eternity and deadlines. This class also investigates manipulations of time—how the 
unique format, artistic ideas and medium and materials of Chinese art helped to pause, rewind, compress and shorten time. Observing 
such temporalities, we analyze narrative murals and handscrolls, “this life” v. afterlife in funeral art, paintings of immortality, the 
significance of bronze corrosion in antiquarianism, uses of the past in traditional Chinese painting and contemporary art, the future 
and agelessness in movies and digital art, the materiality and nostalgia of old photography and time-based artworks, as well as the 
history of People’s Republic of China as presented at the Tian’anmen Square.  
 
EAST 2521a/PLSC 2433a  Japanese Politics and Foreign Policy        Charles McClean 
 Seminar 

W 1.30-3.25 
This class introduces students to 13 important puzzles about contemporary Japanese politics and foreign policy, discusses various ways 
in which scholars have attempted to solve these puzzles, and suggests pathways for future research. Together, we seek to explain 
policy outcomes across a wide range of topics, including constitutional revision, defense, economic growth, energy, gender, 
immigration, income inequality, population aging, territorial disputes, and trade. In the process, we learn (1) the important actors in 
Japanese politics (e.g., voters, politicians, parties, bureaucrats, and firms); (2) the positions that different actors take with respect to 
various policies, as well as the sources of these policy preferences; and (3) how political institutions block or enhance the 
representation of these actors’ interests. 
 
EAST 3121a/ANTH 1813a  Contemporary Japan and the Ghosts of Modernity         Yukiko Koga 
 Seminar 
 T 1.30-3.25 
This course introduces students to contemporary Japan, examining how its defeat in the Second World War and loss of empire in 
1945 continue to shape Japanese culture and society. Looking especially at the sphere of cultural production, it focuses on the question 
of what it means to be modern as expressed through the tension between resurgent neonationalism and the aspiration to 
internationalize. The course charts how the legacy of Japan’s imperial failure plays a significant role in its search for renewal and identity 
since 1945. How, it asks, does the experience of catastrophic failure—and failure to account for that failure—play into continued 
aspirations for modernity today? How does Japanese society wrestle with modernity’s two faces: its promise for progress and its 
history of catastrophic violence? The course follows the trajectory of Japan’s postwar nation-state development after the dissolution 
of empire, from its resurrection out of the ashes after defeat, to its identity as a US ally and economic superpower during the Cold 
War, to decades of recession since the 1990s and the search for new relations with its neighbors and new reckonings with its own 
imperial violence and postwar inactions against the background of rising neonationalism. Instructor permission required.  
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EAST 3122a/ANTH 4824a  Politics of Memory                    Yukiko Koga 
 Seminar             
 M 1.30-3.25 
This course explores the role of memory as a social, cultural, and political force in contemporary society. How societies remember 
difficult pasts has become a contested site for negotiating the present. Through the lens of memory, we examine complex roles that 
our relationships to difficult pasts play in navigating issues we face today. This course explores this politics of memory that takes place 
in the realm of popular culture and public space. The class asks such questions as: How do you represent difficult and contested pasts? 
What does it mean to enable long-silenced victims’ voices to be heard? What are the consequences of re-narrating the past by 
highlighting past injuries and trauma? Does memory work heal or open wounds of a society and a nation? Through examples drawn 
from the Holocaust, the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, the Vietnam War, genocide in Indonesia and massacres in Lebanon, to debates 
on confederacy statues, slavery, and lynching in the US, this course approaches these questions through an anthropological exploration 
of concepts such as memory, trauma, mourning, silence, voice, testimony, and victimhood. 
 
EAST 3204b/EALL 2050b/  The Culture of Landscape in China                              Pauline Lin 
HSAR 4477b/HUMS 1810b          
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

F 1.30-3.25 
An introduction to Chinese philosophical, poetic, and visual explorations of landscape and the changing relationship between human 
beings and nature. Through texts, archaeological materials, visual and material culture, and garden designs from the 2nd c. BCE to 
modern times, we learn about the Chinese conception of the world, relationship to and experiences in nature, and shaping of the land 
through agriculture, imperial parks, and garden designs. We conclude with contemporary environmental issues confronting China, and 
how contemporary parks can help regenerate our ecosystem. 
 
EAST 3222a/EALL 3000a  Sinological Methods                                        Pauline Lin 
 Seminar  

F 9.25-11.20 
A research course designed for graduate and advanced undergraduate students working on early, imperial or modern China in 
preparation for their theses. Students use their own research topic as a focus to explore and utilize the wealth of primary sources and 
tools available in China, Japan, and the West. As a group, we learn about the history of Chinese book collecting, classification of 
knowledge, the compilation of the encyclopedia Gujin tushu jicheng and the canon Siku quanshu, as well as the darker aspects of 
censorship from ancient times to the present. For native speakers of Chinese, the course includes secondary literature in English and 
instruction in professional writing in English about China. Other topics include Chinese bibliographies, bibliophiles’ notes, specialized 
dictionaries, maps and geographical gazetteers, textual editions, genealogies and biographical sources, archaeological and visual 
materials, major Chinese encyclopedias, compendia, and databases, and evaluating variations and reliability. The course is supplemented 
by materials from the Beinecke rare books collection. Prerequisite: CHNS 1710 or equivalent. 
 
EAST 3250a/CPLT 3003a/  Socialist '80s: Aesthetics of Reform in China and the Soviet Union  Jinyi Chu 
EALL 2880a/RSEE 3316a/            Jing Tsu 
RUSS 3316a           
 Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of the complex cultural and political paradigms of late socialism from 
a transnational perspective by focusing on the literature, cinema, and popular culture of the Soviet Union and China in 1980s. How 
were intellectual and everyday life in the Soviet Union and China distinct from and similar to that of the West of the same era? How 
do we parse “the cultural logic of late socialism?” What can today’s America learn from it? Examining two major socialist cultures 
together in a global context, this course queries the ethnographic, ideological, and socio-economic constituents of late socialism. 
Students analyze cultural materials in the context of Soviet and Chinese history. Along the way, we explore themes of identity, 
nationalism, globalization, capitalism, and the Cold War. Students with knowledge of Russian and Chinese are encouraged to read in 
original languages. All readings are available in English. 
 
EAST 3322b/HIST 3402b  Korea and the Japanese Empire in Critical Contexts  Hannah Shepherd 
 Seminar 

HTBA 
This course addresses critical moments of contact, conflict, and connection in the modern histories of Korea and Japan. Each week 
our discussion and readings focus on a specific event, before looking at the wider contexts involved and historical debates they have 
produced. This is not a comparative study of the histories of the different countries, but a chance to focus on themes—nationalism, 
colonial oppression, collaboration, war, identity—which continue to shape both relations between Japan, South Korea and North 
Korea, and the work of historians today. Instructor permission required. 
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EAST 3521a/PLSC 3426a  Politics of China             Daniel Mattingly 
 Seminar 

T 9.25-11.20 
Study of the politics of contemporary China, with a focus on recent research. Topics include elite politics, technology, economic 
growth, trade, repression, propaganda, protest, the military, and foreign policy. Instructor permission required. 
 
EAST 3603a/RLST 3265a  Buddhism Through Storytelling and Narratives       Marta Sanvido 
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

Th 1.30-3.25 
This seminar explores how stories have shaped Buddhist traditions from India to Japan, while also engaging contemporary examples 
from North American Buddhism. Together, we will examine how narratives function as vehicles for teaching, ethical reflection, and 
religious practice. Students will develop tools for interpreting a wide range of genres—including hagiographies, miracle tales, visual 
narratives, women’s stories, autobiographies, and autofiction—across diverse Buddhist traditions and historical periods. Students 
interested in working with Japanese-language materials are encouraged to contact the instructor directly. 
 
EAST 3621a/EALL 2960a/  Religion and Culture in Korea                     Hwansoo Kim 
RLST 1210a 
 Seminar 

Th 1.30-3.25 
Introduction to Shamanism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Christianity, and new religions in Korea from ancient times to the 
present. Examination of religious traditions in close relationships with social, economic, political, and cultural environments in Korean 
society. Examination of religious tensions, philosophical arguments, and ethical issues that indigenous and foreign religions in Korea 
have engaged throughout history to maximize their influence in Korean society. 
 
EAST 3820b/HIST 2213b/  Against the West: Sino-Russian Relations    Jinyi Chu 
GLBL 2320b/RSEE 3150b 
 Seminar 

W 4.00-5.55 
This course is an investigation of four centuries of Sino-Russian relations. Joining techniques of historical and literary analysis, it 
examines how Chinese and Russian political and cultural developments mutually shaped the two countries’ ideologies, cultures, and 
social movements. By closely reading literary, historical, and visual materials, along with secondary sources, we uncover the global 
trends linking the two great nations’ peoples as they searched for the path to construct strong empires and nation-states. The legacy 
of this early Sino-Russian contact remains with us in the twenty-first century, as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping evoke memories of early 
alliances, while Russian and Chinese dissidents appeal to Western liberal powers to support their resistance to authoritarian rule. The 
course engages us with a broader understanding of the critical global processes that define our present and point toward our collective 
future. Instructor permission required. 
 
EAST 4102a/ANTH 4102a  Pastoralist States of East Asia      
 Seminar, Premodern            
 F 1.30-3.25 
This course examines the political, social, and material worlds of mobile pastoralist societies that shaped East Asian history from the 
3rd century BCE through the 14th century CE. Groups including the Xiongnu, Turks, Khitan Liao, Jurchen-Chin, and Mongols built 
complex polities that rivaled and often conquered their sedentary agricultural neighbors, yet they have frequently been dismissed as 
"barbarian" raiders or excluded from definitions of "states" altogether. We trace the historical trajectories of steppe societies as 
distinct from yet deeply entwined with the histories of other East Asian regions, asking: How did mobile pastoralists organize political 
power? How did their interactions with agrarian states shape both pastoralist and sedentary societies? And fundamentally, what does 
it mean to call something a ‘state’? Through archaeological evidence, historical texts, and comparative analysis, students explore how 
pastoralist groups have been studied, represented, and misunderstood. We examine political organization, military structures, material 
culture, foodways, and daily lifeways, while interrogating the categories and assumptions scholars use to make sense of the past. The 
structuring question of this course—Do pastoralist states exist, and is that a meaningful category of analysis?—speaks to broader 
debates about power, identity, and state formation that extend beyond East Asia. 
 
EAST 4220a/EALL 2340a  Japanese Detective Fiction                Luciana Sanga 
 Seminar  

F 1.30-3.25 
This class offers an overview of modern Japanese literature with a focus on detective fiction. Through detective fiction we can examine 
key concepts in literature such as narrative voice, point of view, genre, modernism and postmodernism, and learn about debates in 
Japanese literature, the distinction between highbrow and popular fiction, and the relation between Japanese literature and translated 
fiction. Detective fiction also allows for the exploration of key issues in Japanese history and society such as consumerism, colonialism, 
class, gender, and sexuality. Readings include a wide range of texts by canonical and popular writers, as well as theoretical texts on 
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genre and detective fiction. All texts are available in English and no prior knowledge of Japanese or Japan is needed. Instructor permission 
required. 
 
EAST 4232b/EALL 2801b  East Asian Animation: History, Theory, and Aesthetics        

Seminar 
HTBA 

This course explores the history of East Asian Animation and highlight key works from Japan, North Korea, South Korea, China, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, and the Soviet Union. The course is divided into two parts: analyzing the theoretical basis of animation studies and 
animation as an aesthetic form and a week-to-week focus on nations of East Asia. A major topic of this course is the tension between 
the nation-state as the site of animation production and arbiter of national culture vs. animation production as a transnational process. 
It also analyzes how animation theory has tried to exceed the bounds of the national and navigate the global, regional, and local. Some 
themes related to this explored during the course are socialist utopianism vs. socialist realism; otaku and Japanese postmodernism; 
traces of Japanese nationalism and Empire in anime; Chinese and North Korean national animation as “anti-revisionist” interventions; 
South Korea, North Korea, and Taiwan as global hubs of animation production. Both historically important and contemporary films 
are screened during the course as well as short films as part of lectures.  No prior knowledge or language ability is required and all films 
will have English subtitles. 
 
EAST 4302b/HIST 2477b  Antiquarianism in East Asian History        
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

HTBA 
This course introduces students to the history of antiquarianism—how people viewed, studied, and negotiated their own pasts through 
the medium of material culture—in East Asia. We explore how antiquarianism shaped social memory and collective identity in China, 
Japan, and Korea from the first millennium BCE to the early twentieth century by investigating how historical societies engaged in 
antiquarian practices such as collecting and displaying, copying and faking, and preserving and erasing. The first part of the course 
surveys the shared antiquarian traditions of East Asia, paying particular attention to the case study of the life and afterlives of ancient 
Chinese ritual bronzes across time and space. The second part of the course then draws on historical, art historical, and archaeological 
approaches to consider the themes of objectivity, authenticity, ownership, and the politics of the past in East Asia. 
 
EAST 4330a/HIST 2478a  The City in Modern East Asia         
 Seminar 

M 1.30-3.25 
This seminar explores the transformation of urban space in modern East Asia, examining how different kinds of cities (treaty port, 
colonial city, political capital, industrial center, etc.) in Japan, China, and Korea evolved in the context of imperialism, modernity, and 
globalization. We examine not just the trajectory and dynamics of these changes in East Asian cities, but we also consider the different 
methods used by historians to trace and analyze urban transformation over time. A focus on different cities across East Asia allows us 
to explore both general trends and themes in urban history as well as distinct, local historical experiences shaped by specific political, 
economic, and cultural contexts. Seminar topics include: the deep historical structures of cities in China, Korea, and Japan; state-led 
interventions into urban space through planning and infrastructure; urban politics including state-society relations and the emergence 
of urban publics; urban planning as a tool of governance and imperialism; urban mobility; the politics of urban infrastructure and large 
technical systems; environmental critique in the urban context; representations of the city in visual culture and literature; and ways of 
visualizing the city in maps, photography, and films. 
 
EAST 4602a/RLST 2290a  Good Life, Care, and Ethics in Buddhism             Marta Sanvido 
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

Th 9.25-11.20 
In this course, we will explore ethical issues in Buddhism across a wide range of contexts and time periods. Together, we will examine 
how Buddhism addresses fundamental moral and ethical questions, such as: How should I behave? What are the implications of my 
actions? What is good and bad? How can we bridge the gap between knowing what is right and acting accordingly? The course is 
divided into two parts. In the first part, we will explore foundational topics in Buddhist ethics, focusing on themes such as retribution, 
precepts, the Bodhisattva’s path, meditation, and the role of feelings. The second part centers on Buddhism’s responses to 
contemporary ethical issues, including abortion, gender, race, and environmental ethics. This course integrates both the theory and 
practice of ethics. The structure and assignments are designed to help you engage with theoretical systems that may differ from those 
you are familiar with, while also applying these abstract ideas to reflect on the relationship between theory and practice. Instructor 
permission required. 
 
EAST 4625a/RLST 3150a  Liberation by Hearing: Sound and Listening to the Liminal       Constantine Lignos 
 Seminar 

HTBA 
What does dying sound like? How do we listen to dreams? How can hearing itself become a spiritual practice, or even a path to 
liberation? With roots grounded in Tibetan Buddhism and branches extending across fields, disciplines, and areas, this course explores 
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sound as a medium of religious experiences of transition and intermediacy. Life-death. Lucidity-dreaming. Desire-renunciation. We 
look at these instances not as moments of passage, but borderlands to be dwelled in, where sound and listening become charged with 
the work of guiding, unsettling, or transforming consciousness. Act I begins with a broad foundation in studies of sound, listening, and 
religion before introducing Buddhist frameworks and the role of mantra in tantric practice. Act II examines how sonic practices 
accompany dying and afterlife transitions, along with how sensory experiences can be catalysts for awakening. Act III considers the 
liminal space between dreams and wakefulness where Tibetan visionary practices meet comparative perspectives on dreaming, 
consciousness, and history. Act IV investigates the relationship between sound and longing, sexuality, and renunciation through Tibetan 
songs of realization. Finally, Act V turns to avant-garde appropriations of Tibetan Buddhist theories of transition, exploring how 
technologies of listening transform religious experience. Instructor permission required. 
 
EAST 4720a/ER&M 1611a/  Migration in East Asia and Beyond      Angela McClean 
SOCY 3425a 
  Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
Over the past few decades, East Asia has become a new destination region for migrants, the phenomenon of which is continuing to 
cause fierce public and political discussions on national identity and immigration and integration policies. This course explores various 
types, debates, and industries of migration in contemporary East Asia. While we focus largely on Japan and South Korea, we also have 
an opportunity to discuss migrant experiences in other popular destination and origin countries in Asia including China, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, and Taiwan. Starting with the major theories and concepts in international migration, we examine East Asian 
migration regimes, connections between migration and high- and low-skilled labor, gender, co-ethnics, and families, as well as state, 
public, and civil society responses to migration. 
 
EAST 4721a/ SOCY 3470a  Power, Exclusion and Resistance in South Korea    Angela McClean 
 Seminar 

Th 9.25-11.20 
South Korea is often perceived as a socially and culturally homogeneous country, yet – like any society – it encompasses a complex 
landscape of diversity and experiences of exclusion. This course examines the processes of political and social exclusion in South 
Korea, analyzing the systematic forces, such as patriarchy, nationalism, racism, and capitalism, that produce marginalization. It also 
explores how populations affected by such forces, including women, migrants, and LGBTQ+ communities, navigate and contest their 
impacts. Ultimately, this course challenges students to critically inspect how power operates in Korean society by exploring the 
experiences of exclusion and marginalization, as well as the possibilities and limits of resistance. While the primary focus will be on 
contemporary issues, the course will also consider their historical roots, using theoretical readings and case studies to explore both 
past and present dynamics. 
 
EAST 4722b/SOCY 3402b  Politics and Society in South Korea      Angela McClean 
 Seminar 

W 9.25-11.20 
In this course, students are introduced to twelve major themes that illuminate the politics and society of contemporary South Korea. 
Each theme takes up a complex issue or phenomenon that has shaped or continues to shape South Korea today, ranging from its rapid 
economic transformation and democratic consolidation to relations with North Korea, social inequality, and demographic “crisis.” 
Each week’s topic is framed as a set of puzzles that guide critical inquiry and interpretation. Through lectures, readings, and discussions, 
students explore diverse scholarly approaches to these puzzles and gain a comprehensive perspective on the complexities of South 
Korean politics and society. 
 
EAST 4890a or b   Independent Study                EAST DUS 
For students with advanced Chinese, Japanese, or Korean language skills who wish to pursue a close study of the East Asia region, not 
otherwise covered by departmental offerings. May be used for research, a special project, or a substantial research paper under faculty 
supervision. A term paper or its equivalent and regular meetings with an adviser are required. Ordinarily only one term may be offered 
toward the major or for credit toward the degree. Permission to enroll requires submission of a detailed project proposal, signed by the 
adviser, by the end of the first week of classes and its approval by the director of undergraduate studies. 
 
EAST 4900a or b   One-Term Senior Essay               EAST DUS 
Preparation of a one-term senior essay under the guidance of a faculty adviser. Students must receive the prior agreement of the 
director of undergraduate studies and of the faculty member who will serve as the senior essay adviser. Students must arrange to 
meet with that adviser on a regular basis throughout the term. Permission required. 
 
EAST 4910a and EAST 4920b  Senior Research Project               EAST DUS 
Two-term directed research project under the supervision of a ladder faculty member. Students should write essays using materials 
in East Asian languages when possible. Essays should be based on primary material, whether in an East Asian language or English. 
Summary of secondary material is not acceptable. Permission required. Credit only on completion of both terms. 
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ETHNICITY, RACE, & MIGRATION 
 

ER&M 0581a/MUSI 0081a/  Race and Place in British New Wave, K-Pop, and Beyond                   Grace Kao 
SOCY 0074a  

First-Year Seminar 
MW 4.00-5.15 

This seminar introduces you to several popular musical genres and explores how they are tied to racial, regional, and national identities. 
We examine how music is exported via migrants, return migrants, industry professionals, and the nation-state (in the case of Korean 
Popular Music, or K-Pop). Readings and discussions focus primarily on the British New Wave (from about 1979 to 1985) and K-Pop 
(1992-present), but we also discuss first-wave reggae, ska, rocksteady from the 1960s-70s, British and American punk rock music 
(1970s-1980s), the precursors of modern K-Pop, and have a brief discussion of Japanese City Pop. The class focuses mainly on the 
British New Wave and K-Pop because these two genres of popular music have strong ties to particular geographic areas, but they 
became or have become extremely popular in other parts of the world. We also investigate the importance of music videos in the 
development of these genres. Enrollment limited to first year students. Instructor permission required. 
 
ER&M 1611a/EAST 4720a  Migration in East Asia and Beyond      Angela McClean 
SOCY 3425a 
  Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
Over the past few decades, East Asia has become a new destination region for migrants, the phenomenon of which is continuing to 
cause fierce public and political discussions on national identity and immigration and integration policies. This course explores various 
types, debates, and industries of migration in contemporary East Asia. While we focus largely on Japan and South Korea, we also have 
an opportunity to discuss migrant experiences in other popular destination and origin countries in Asia including China, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, and Taiwan. Starting with the major theories and concepts in international migration, we examine East Asian 
migration regimes, connections between migration and high- and low-skilled labor, gender, co-ethnics, and families, as well as state, 
public, and civil society responses to migration. 

 
 

FILM & MEDIA STUDIES 
 
FILM 3047b/EALL 2810b  Japanese Cinema and Its Others                  Aaron Gerow 

Seminar 
MW 11.35-12.50 

Critical inquiry into the myth of a homogeneous Japan through analysis of how Japanese film and media historically represents “others” 
of different races, ethnicities, nationalities, genders, and sexualities, including women, black residents, ethnic Koreans, Okinawans, 
Ainu, undocumented immigrants, LGBTQ minorities, the disabled, youth, and monstrous others like ghosts. 

 
 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS 
 
GLBL 2320b/EAST 3820b/  Against the West: Sino-Russian Relations    Jinyi Chu 
HIST 2213b/RSEE 3150b 
 Seminar 

W 4.00-5.55 
This course is an investigation of four centuries of Sino-Russian relations. Joining techniques of historical and literary analysis, it 
examines how Chinese and Russian political and cultural developments mutually shaped the two countries’ ideologies, cultures, and 
social movements. By closely reading literary, historical, and visual materials, along with secondary sources, we uncover the global 
trends linking the two great nations’ peoples as they searched for the path to construct strong empires and nation-states. The legacy 
of this early Sino-Russian contact remains with us in the twenty-first century, as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping evoke memories of early 
alliances, while Russian and Chinese dissidents appeal to Western liberal powers to support their resistance to authoritarian rule. The 
course engages us with a broader understanding of the critical global processes that define our present and point toward our collective 
future. Instructor permission required. 
 
GLBL 3458b/HIST 3458b/  The History of The Chinese Communist Party        Arne Westad 
 Seminar 

Th 4.00-5.55 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has ruled mainland China since 1949 and has been a key part of Chinese politics since the 1920s. 
This seminar provides an introduction to the history of the CCP from its founding in 1921 up to the 2020s. We look at some of the 
concerns that have stayed with the party and its leaders since it was set up and at questions that have animated the party in particular 
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phases of its development.  The seminar discusses issues relating both to domestic and international affairs and pays particular attention 
to turning points in the party’s history. Instructor permission required.

 
 

HISTORY 
 

HIST 0430b/EAST 0320b  Tokyo              Daniel Botsman 
 First Year Seminar 

T,Th 1.05-2.20 
Four centuries of Japan's history explored through the many incarnations, destructions, and rebirths of its foremost city. Focus on the 
solutions found by Tokyo's residents to the material and social challenges of concentrating such a large population in one place. 
Tensions between continuity and impermanence, authenticity and modernity, and social order and the culture of play. Enrollment limited 
to first-year students. 

 
HIST 0445a    Song-dynasty China (960-1276): Modern before Europe?     Valerie Hansen 
 First Year Seminar 

T,Th 11.35-12.50 
This seminar is intended for first-year students with no background in Chinese history. Introducing the study of history at the university 
level (which differs considerably from the memorization of high school history classes), this course emphasizes the analysis of primary 
sources in translation and the close reading of secondary sources to help students generate meaningful questions. The topic is the 
Song dynasty (960-1276), a time when China was arguably more modern than the world's other societies. Enrollment limited to first-year 
students. 
 
HIST 1407b/EAST 2302b  The Making of Japan's Great Peace, 1550–1850              Fabian Drixler 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 
 HTBA 
Examination of how, after centuries of war in Japan and overseas, the Tokugawa shogunate built a peace that lasted more than 200 
years. Japan's urban revolution, the eradication of Christianity, the Japanese discovery of Europe, and the question of whether 
Tokugawa Japan is a rare example of a complex and populous society that achieved ecological sustainability. 
 
HIST 1453a    20th Century Japan: Empire & Aftermath       Hannah Shepherd 
 Lecture 
 MW 11.35-12.25 
In 1905, in a victory which shocked the world, Japan defeated Imperial Russia in a regional conflict over control of Korea. To many in 
Asia and the non-Western world, Japan looked like a new model of anti-Western, anti-imperial modernity. However, the ensuing 
decades would see this image contested. The expansion of Japan’s political and economic power into East Asia over the first half of 
the twentieth century has shaped the region in ways still visible today. This course is split into three parts, each covering roughly two 
decades. First, we look at the legacies of Japan’s Meiji Restoration and the development of what has been called an “Imperial 
Democracy” in early 20th century Japan. Next, we look at the crises which rocked Japan in the 1930s and marked a new era. Finally,  
we deal with the aftermath of empire—both in the immediate “postwar” era for Japan, and in the debates over imperial legacies and 
history which still reverberate in Japan and many of its former colonies today. 
 
HIST 1498a    The History of History in China            Maura Dykstra 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 
 T,Th 1.05-2.20 
From the earliest extant written evidence on bronze and bone archaeological materials to blockbuster films, creation myths, divination 
manuals, manifestos, cosmological treatises, ritual guides, and philosophical battles for legitimacy, this course explores how history has 
been written, recorded, and contested in the Chinese tradition. Sources of the pre-imperial, imperial, and post-imperial historical 
traditions of China will serve as rich material for a semester-long discussion on the nature of historiography: the practice and the 
theory of writing history. 
 
HIST 2213b/EAST 3820b/  Against the West: Sino-Russian Relations    Jinyi Chu 
GLBL 2320b/RSEE 3150b 
 Seminar 

W 4.00-5.55 
This course is an investigation of four centuries of Sino-Russian relations. Joining techniques of historical and literary analysis, it 
examines how Chinese and Russian political and cultural developments mutually shaped the two countries’ ideologies, cultures, and 
social movements. By closely reading literary, historical, and visual materials, along with secondary sources, we uncover the global 
trends linking the two great nations’ peoples as they searched for the path to construct strong empires and nation-states. The legacy 
of this early Sino-Russian contact remains with us in the twenty-first century, as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping evoke memories of early 
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alliances, while Russian and Chinese dissidents appeal to Western liberal powers to support their resistance to authoritarian rule. The 
course engages us with a broader understanding of the critical global processes that define our present and point toward our collective 
future. Instructor permission required. 
 
HIST 2477b/EAST 4302b  Antiquarianism in East Asian History        
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

HTBA 
This course introduces students to the history of antiquarianism—how people viewed, studied, and negotiated their own pasts through 
the medium of material culture—in East Asia. We explore how antiquarianism shaped social memory and collective identity in China, 
Japan, and Korea from the first millennium BCE to the early twentieth century by investigating how historical societies engaged in 
antiquarian practices such as collecting and displaying, copying and faking, and preserving and erasing. The first part of the course 
surveys the shared antiquarian traditions of East Asia, paying particular attention to the case study of the life and afterlives of ancient 
Chinese ritual bronzes across time and space. The second part of the course then draws on historical, art historical, and archaeological 
approaches to consider the themes of objectivity, authenticity, ownership, and the politics of the past in East Asia. 
 
HIST 2478a/EAST 4330a  The City in Modern East Asia         
 Seminar 

M 1.30-3.25 
This seminar explores the transformation of urban space in modern East Asia, examining how different kinds of cities (treaty port, 
colonial city, political capital, industrial center, etc.) in Japan, China, and Korea evolved in the context of imperialism, modernity, and 
globalization. We examine not just the trajectory and dynamics of these changes in East Asian cities, but we also consider the different 
methods used by historians to trace and analyze urban transformation over time. A focus on different cities across East Asia allows us 
to explore both general trends and themes in urban history as well as distinct, local historical experiences shaped by specific political, 
economic, and cultural contexts. Seminar topics include: the deep historical structures of cities in China, Korea, and Japan; state-led 
interventions into urban space through planning and infrastructure; urban politics including state-society relations and the emergence 
of urban publics; urban planning as a tool of governance and imperialism; urban mobility; the politics of urban infrastructure and large 
technical systems; environmental critique in the urban context; representations of the city in visual culture and literature; and ways of 
visualizing the city in maps, photography, and films. 
 
HIST 3402b/EAST 3322b  Korea and the Japanese Empire in Critical Contexts  Hannah Shepherd 
 Seminar 

HTBA 
This course addresses critical moments of contact, conflict, and connection in the modern histories of Korea and Japan. Each week 
our discussion and readings focus on a specific event, before looking at the wider contexts involved and historical debates they have 
produced. This is not a comparative study of the histories of the different countries, but a chance to focus on themes—nationalism, 
colonial oppression, collaboration, war, identity—which continue to shape both relations between Japan, South Korea and North 
Korea, and the work of historians today. Instructor permission required. 
 
HIST 3458b/GLBL 3458b  The History of The Chinese Communist Party           Arne Westad 
 Seminar 
 Th 4.00-5.55 
The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has ruled mainland China since 1949 and has been a key part of Chinese politics since the 1920s. 
This seminar provides an introduction to the history of the CCP from its founding in 1921 up to the 2020s. We look at some of the 
concerns that have stayed with the party and its leaders since it was set up and at questions that have animated the party in particular 
phases of its development.  The seminar discusses issues relating both to domestic and international affairs and pays particular attention 
to turning points in the party’s history. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

HISTORY OF ART 
 
HSAR 0016b/EAST 0401b  Chinese Painting and Culture            Quincy Ngan 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 2.35-3.50 
This course focuses on important works of Chinese painting and major painters from the fourth century CE to the twentieth century. 
Through close readings of the pictorial contents and production contexts of such works of art, this course investigates the works’ 
formats, meanings, and innovations from social, historical, and art-historical perspectives. In this course, students become familiar with 
the traditional Chinese world and acquire the knowledge necessary to be an informed viewer of Chinese painting. Discussions of 
religion, folkloric beliefs, literature, relationships between men and women, the worship of mountains, the laments of scholars, and 
the tastes of emperors and wealthy merchants also allow students to understand the cultural roots of contemporary China.  Enrollment 
limited to first-year students. Instructor permission required. 
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HSAR 3305b/EAST 2403b  Time in Chinese Art                               Quincy Ngan 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This class explores the theme of “time” in Chinese art from the traditional to the contemporary period. Drawing upon scholarship on 
Chinese philosophical understanding of time and clockworks, this course explores how art made manifest notions of the future, past, 
and present, the passage of time, ksana, aeons, eternity and deadlines. This class also investigates manipulations of time—how the 
unique format, artistic ideas and medium and materials of Chinese art helped to pause, rewind, compress and shorten time. Observing 
such temporalities, we analyze narrative murals and handscrolls, “this life” v. afterlife in funeral art, paintings of immortality, the 
significance of bronze corrosion in antiquarianism, uses of the past in traditional Chinese painting and contemporary art, the future 
and agelessness in movies and digital art, the materiality and nostalgia of old photography and time-based artworks, as well as the 
history of People’s Republic of China as presented at the Tian’anmen Square.  
 
HSAR 4457a    Japanese Gardens       
 Seminar, Pre-Modern                Mimi Yiengpruksawan 

W 1.30-3.25 
Arts and theory of the Japanese garden with emphasis on the role of the anthropogenic landscape from aesthetics to environmental 
precarity, including the concept of refugium. Case studies of influential Kyoto gardens from the 11th through 15th centuries, and their 
significance as cultural productions with ecological implications. Instructor permission required. 
 
HSAR 4477b/EALL 2050b/  The Culture of Landscape in China                              Pauline Lin 
EAST 3204b/HUMS 1810b          
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

F 1.30-3.20 
An introduction to Chinese philosophical, poetic, and visual explorations of landscape and the changing relationship between human 
beings and nature. Through texts, archaeological materials, visual and material culture, and garden designs from the 2nd c. BCE to 
modern times, we learn about the Chinese conception of the world, relationship to and experiences in nature, and shaping of the land 
through agriculture, imperial parks, and garden designs. We conclude with contemporary environmental issues confronting China, and 
how contemporary parks can help regenerate our ecosystem. 

 
 

HUMANITIES 
 
HUMS 0275a/EALL 0350a/  Six Global Perspectives on Reality                    Luke Bender 
PHIL 0060a/RLST 0045a                       Sonam Kachru 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 9.00-10.15 
What is the structure of reality? What makes up the world? This class introduces the questions of metaphysics from the perspective 
of different traditions from around the globe. Readings are drawn from Indian, East Asian, and Western contexts, ranging from the 
earliest sources to contemporary philosophy of science. The first-year seminars of the “Six Global Perspectives” series provide an 
introduction to the humanities at Yale. These seminars aim to build confidence for students who have little experience with the 
humanities while remaining challenging for students with more background. Participants in the program receive dedicated writing 
support and introductions to Yale’s collections and libraries. Enrollment limited to first-year students. 
 
HUMS 1810b/EALL 2050b/  The Culture of Landscape in China                              Pauline Lin 
EAST 3204b/HSAR 4477b  
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

F 1.30-3.20 
An introduction to Chinese philosophical, poetic, and visual explorations of landscape and the changing relationship between human 
beings and nature. Through texts, archaeological materials, visual and material culture, and garden designs from the 2nd c. BCE to 
modern times, we learn about the Chinese conception of the world, relationship to and experiences in nature, and shaping of the land 
through agriculture, imperial parks, and garden designs. We conclude with contemporary environmental issues confronting China, and 
how contemporary parks can help regenerate our ecosystem. 
 
HUMS 2140b/EALL 2190b/  Introduction to Chinese Philosophy                    Luke Bender 
EAST 2201b/PHIL 1119b/ 
RLST 1710b          
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This course represents an introduction to the most important philosophical thinkers and texts in Chinese history, ranging from roughly 
500 BC–1500 AD. Topics include ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, and ontology. We discuss the basic works of Confucian 



 20 

and Daoist philosophers during the Warring States and early imperial eras, the continuation of these traditions in early medieval “dark 
learning,” Buddhist philosophy (in its original Indian context, the early period of its spread to China, and in mature Chinese Buddhist 
schools such as Chan/Zen), and Neo-Confucian philosophy. The course emphasizes readings in the original texts of the thinkers and 
traditions in question (all in English translation). No knowledge of Chinese or previous contact with Chinese philosophy required. 
 
HUMS 4527a/CHNS 2000a/  The Chinese Tradition                      Luke Bender 
EALL 2000a/EAST 2202a           
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
An introduction to the literature, culture, and thought of pre-modern China, from the beginnings of the written record to the turn of 
the twentieth century. Close study of textual and visual primary sources, with attention to their historical and cultural backdrops. 
Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 join a weekly Mandarin-language discussion section. No knowledge of Chinese required for students enrolled in 
EALL 2000. Students enrolled in CHNS 2000 must have L5 proficiency in Mandarin or permission of the course instructor. 

 
 

MUSIC 
 
MUSI 0081a/ER&M 0581a/  Race and Place in British New Wave, K-Pop, and Beyond                   Grace Kao 
SOCY 0074a  

First-Year Seminar 
MW 4.00-5.15 

This seminar introduces you to several popular musical genres and explores how they are tied to racial, regional, and national identities. 
We examine how music is exported via migrants, return migrants, industry professionals, and the nation-state (in the case of Korean 
Popular Music, or K-Pop). Readings and discussions focus primarily on the British New Wave (from about 1979 to 1985) and K-Pop 
(1992-present), but we also discuss first-wave reggae, ska, rocksteady from the 1960s-70s, British and American punk rock music 
(1970s-1980s), the precursors of modern K-Pop, and have a brief discussion of Japanese City Pop. The class focuses mainly on the 
British New Wave and K-Pop because these two genres of popular music have strong ties to particular geographic areas, but they 
became or have become extremely popular in other parts of the world. We also investigate the importance of music videos in the 
development of these genres. Enrollment limited to first year students. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
 

PHIL 0060a/EALL 0350a/  Six Global Perspectives on Reality                    Luke Bender 
HUMS 0275a/RLST 0045a                       Sonam Kachru 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 9.00-10.15 
What is the structure of reality? What makes up the world? This class introduces the questions of metaphysics from the perspective 
of different traditions from around the globe. Readings are drawn from Indian, East Asian, and Western contexts, ranging from the 
earliest sources to contemporary philosophy of science. The first-year seminars of the “Six Global Perspectives” series provide an 
introduction to the humanities at Yale. These seminars aim to build confidence for students who have little experience with the 
humanities while remaining challenging for students with more background. Participants in the program receive dedicated writing 
support and introductions to Yale’s collections and libraries. Enrollment limited to first-year students. 
 
PHIL 1119b/EALL 2190b/  Introduction to Chinese Philosophy               Luke Bender      
EAST 2201b/HUMS 2140b 
RLST 1710b 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This course represents an introduction to the most important philosophical thinkers and texts in Chinese history, ranging from roughly 
500 BC–1500 AD. Topics include ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, and ontology. We discuss the basic works of Confucian 
and Daoist philosophers during the Warring States and early imperial eras, the continuation of these traditions in early medieval “dark 
learning,” Buddhist philosophy (in its original Indian context, the early period of its spread to China, and in mature Chinese Buddhist 
schools such as Chan/Zen), and Neo-Confucian philosophy. The course emphasizes readings in the original texts of the thinkers and 
traditions in question (all in English translation). No knowledge of Chinese or previous contact with Chinese philosophy required. 
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POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 
PLSC 2433a/EAST 2521a  Japanese Politics and Foreign Policy        Charles McClean 
 Seminar 

W 1.30-3.25 
This class introduces students to 13 important puzzles about contemporary Japanese politics and foreign policy, discusses various ways 
in which scholars have attempted to solve these puzzles, and suggests pathways for future research. Together, we seek to explain 
policy outcomes across a wide range of topics, including constitutional revision, defense, economic growth, energy, gender, 
immigration, income inequality, population aging, territorial disputes, and trade. In the process, we learn (1) the important actors in 
Japanese politics (e.g., voters, politicians, parties, bureaucrats, and firms); (2) the positions that different actors take with respect to 
various policies, as well as the sources of these policy preferences; and (3) how political institutions block or enhance the 
representation of these actors’ interests. 
 
PLSC 3426a/EAST 3521a  Politics of China             Daniel Mattingly 
 Seminar 

T 9.25-11.20 
Study of the politics of contemporary China, with a focus on recent research. Topics include elite politics, technology, economic 
growth, trade, repression, propaganda, protest, the military, and foreign policy. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 

RLST 0045a/EALL 0350a/  Six Global Perspectives on Reality                    Luke Bender 
PHIL 0060a/HUMS 0275a/                       Sonam Kachru 
 First Year Seminar 

MW 9.00-10.15 
What is the structure of reality? What makes up the world? This class introduces the questions of metaphysics from the perspective 
of different traditions from around the globe. Readings are drawn from Indian, East Asian, and Western contexts, ranging from the 
earliest sources to contemporary philosophy of science. The first-year seminars of the “Six Global Perspectives” series provide an 
introduction to the humanities at Yale. These seminars aim to build confidence for students who have little experience with the 
humanities while remaining challenging for students with more background. Participants in the program receive dedicated writing 
support and introductions to Yale’s collections and libraries. Enrollment limited to first-year students. 
 
RLST 1710b/EALL 2190b/  Introduction to Chinese Philosophy               Luke Bender      
EAST 2201b/HUMS 2140b 
PHIL 1119b 
 Lecture, Pre-Modern 

MW 10.30-11.20 
This course represents an introduction to the most important philosophical thinkers and texts in Chinese history, ranging from roughly 
500 BC–1500 AD. Topics include ethics, political philosophy, epistemology, and ontology. We discuss the basic works of Confucian 
and Daoist philosophers during the Warring States and early imperial eras, the continuation of these traditions in early medieval “dark 
learning,” Buddhist philosophy (in its original Indian context, the early period of its spread to China, and in mature Chinese Buddhist 
schools such as Chan/Zen), and Neo-Confucian philosophy. The course emphasizes readings in the original texts of the thinkers and 
traditions in question (all in English translation). No knowledge of Chinese or previous contact with Chinese philosophy required. 
 
RLST 1210a/EALL 2960a/  Religion and Culture in Korea                     Hwansoo Kim 
EAST 3621a 
 Seminar 

Th 1.30-3.25 
Introduction to Shamanism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, Christianity, and new religions in Korea from ancient times to the 
present. Examination of religious traditions in close relationships with social, economic, political, and cultural environments in Korean 
society. Examination of religious tensions, philosophical arguments, and ethical issues that indigenous and foreign religions in Korea 
have engaged throughout history to maximize their influence in Korean society. 
 
RLST 2290a/EAST 4602a  Good Life, Care, and Ethics in Buddhism             Marta Sanvido 
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

Th 9.25-11.20 
In this course, we will explore ethical issues in Buddhism across a wide range of contexts and time periods. Together, we will examine 
how Buddhism addresses fundamental moral and ethical questions, such as: How should I behave? What are the implications of my 
actions? What is good and bad? How can we bridge the gap between knowing what is right and acting accordingly? The course is 
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divided into two parts. In the first part, we will explore foundational topics in Buddhist ethics, focusing on themes such as retribution, 
precepts, the Bodhisattva’s path, meditation, and the role of feelings. The second part centers on Buddhism’s responses to 
contemporary ethical issues, including abortion, gender, race, and environmental ethics. This course integrates both the theory and 
practice of ethics. The structure and assignments are designed to help you engage with theoretical systems that may differ from those 
you are familiar with, while also applying these abstract ideas to reflect on the relationship between theory and practice. Instructor 
permission required. 
 
RLST 3150a/EAST 4625a  Liberation by Hearing: Sound and Listening to the Liminal       Constantine Lignos 
 Seminar 

HTBA 
What does dying sound like? How do we listen to dreams? How can hearing itself become a spiritual practice, or even a path to 
liberation? With roots grounded in Tibetan Buddhism and branches extending across fields, disciplines, and areas, this course explores 
sound as a medium of religious experiences of transition and intermediacy. Life-death. Lucidity-dreaming. Desire-renunciation. We 
look at these instances not as moments of passage, but borderlands to be dwelled in, where sound and listening become charged with 
the work of guiding, unsettling, or transforming consciousness. Act I begins with a broad foundation in studies of sound, listening, and 
religion before introducing Buddhist frameworks and the role of mantra in tantric practice. Act II examines how sonic practices 
accompany dying and afterlife transitions, along with how sensory experiences can be catalysts for awakening. Act III considers the 
liminal space between dreams and wakefulness where Tibetan visionary practices meet comparative perspectives on dreaming, 
consciousness, and history. Act IV investigates the relationship between sound and longing, sexuality, and renunciation through Tibetan 
songs of realization. Finally, Act V turns to avant-garde appropriations of Tibetan Buddhist theories of transition, exploring how 
technologies of listening transform religious experience. Instructor permission required. 
 
RLST 3265a/EAST 3603a  Buddhism Through Storytelling and Narratives       Marta Sanvido 
 Seminar, Pre-Modern 

Th 1.30-3.25 
This seminar explores how stories have shaped Buddhist traditions from India to Japan, while also engaging contemporary examples 
from North American Buddhism. Together, we will examine how narratives function as vehicles for teaching, ethical reflection, and 
religious practice. Students will develop tools for interpreting a wide range of genres—including hagiographies, miracle tales, visual 
narratives, women’s stories, autobiographies, and autofiction—across diverse Buddhist traditions and historical periods. Students 
interested in working with Japanese-language materials are encouraged to contact the instructor directly. 

 
 

RUSSIAN & EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES 
 
RSEE 3150b/EAST 3820b/  Against the West: Sino-Russian Relations    Jinyi Chu 
GLBL 2320b/HIST 2213b  
 Seminar 

W 4.00-5.55 
This course is an investigation of four centuries of Sino-Russian relations. Joining techniques of historical and literary analysis, it 
examines how Chinese and Russian political and cultural developments mutually shaped the two countries’ ideologies, cultures, and 
social movements. By closely reading literary, historical, and visual materials, along with secondary sources, we uncover the global 
trends linking the two great nations’ peoples as they searched for the path to construct strong empires and nation-states. The legacy 
of this early Sino-Russian contact remains with us in the twenty-first century, as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping evoke memories of early 
alliances, while Russian and Chinese dissidents appeal to Western liberal powers to support their resistance to authoritarian rule. The 
course engages us with a broader understanding of the critical global processes that define our present and point toward our collective 
future. Instructor permission required. 
 
RSEE 3316a/RUSS 3316a/           Socialist '80s: Aesthetics of Reform in China and the Soviet Union  Jinyi Chu 
CPLT 3003a/EALL 2880a/ 
EAST 3250a 
 Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the study of the complex cultural and political paradigms of late socialism from 
a transnational perspective by focusing on the literature, cinema, and popular culture of the Soviet Union and China in 1980s. How 
were intellectual and everyday life in the Soviet Union and China distinct from and similar to that of the West of the same era? How 
do we parse “the cultural logic of late socialism?” What can today’s America learn from it? Examining two major socialist cultures 
together in a global context, this course queries the ethnographic, ideological, and socio-economic constituents of late socialism. 
Students analyze cultural materials in the context of Soviet and Chinese history. Along the way, we explore themes of identity, 
nationalism, globalization, capitalism, and the Cold War. Students with knowledge of Russian and Chinese are encouraged to read in 
original languages. All readings are available in English. 
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SOCIOLOGY 
 
SOCY 0074a/ER&M 0581a/  Race and Place in British New Wave, K-Pop, and Beyond                   Grace Kao 
MUSI 0081a  

First-Year Seminar 
MW 4.00-5.15 

This seminar introduces you to several popular musical genres and explores how they are tied to racial, regional, and national identities. 
We examine how music is exported via migrants, return migrants, industry professionals, and the nation-state (in the case of Korean 
Popular Music, or K-Pop). Readings and discussions focus primarily on the British New Wave (from about 1979 to 1985) and K-Pop 
(1992-present), but we also discuss first-wave reggae, ska, rocksteady from the 1960s-70s, British and American punk rock music 
(1970s-1980s), the precursors of modern K-Pop, and have a brief discussion of Japanese City Pop. The class focuses mainly on the 
British New Wave and K-Pop because these two genres of popular music have strong ties to particular geographic areas, but they 
became or have become extremely popular in other parts of the world. We also investigate the importance of music videos in the 
development of these genres. Enrollment limited to first year students. Instructor permission required. 
 
SOCY 3402b/EAST 4722b  Politics and Society in South Korea      Angela McClean 
 Seminar 

W 9.25-11.20 
In this course, students are introduced to twelve major themes that illuminate the politics and society of contemporary South Korea. 
Each theme takes up a complex issue or phenomenon that has shaped or continues to shape South Korea today, ranging from its rapid 
economic transformation and democratic consolidation to relations with North Korea, social inequality, and demographic “crisis.” 
Each week’s topic is framed as a set of puzzles that guide critical inquiry and interpretation. Through lectures, readings, and discussions, 
students explore diverse scholarly approaches to these puzzles and gain a comprehensive perspective on the complexities of South 
Korean politics and society. 
 
SOCY 3425a/EAST 4720a/  Migration in East Asia and Beyond      Angela McClean 
ER&M 1611a 
  Seminar 

T 1.30-3.25 
Over the past few decades, East Asia has become a new destination region for migrants, the phenomenon of which is continuing to 
cause fierce public and political discussions on national identity and immigration and integration policies. This course explores various 
types, debates, and industries of migration in contemporary East Asia. While we focus largely on Japan and South Korea, we also have 
an opportunity to discuss migrant experiences in other popular destination and origin countries in Asia including China, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, and Taiwan. Starting with the major theories and concepts in international migration, we examine East Asian 
migration regimes, connections between migration and high- and low-skilled labor, gender, co-ethnics, and families, as well as state, 
public, and civil society responses to migration. 
 
SOCY 3470a/EAST 4721a  Power, Exclusion and Resistance in South Korea    Angela McClean 
 Seminar 

Th 9.25-11.20 
South Korea is often perceived as a socially and culturally homogeneous country, yet – like any society – it encompasses a complex 
landscape of diversity and experiences of exclusion. This course examines the processes of political and social exclusion in South 
Korea, analyzing the systematic forces, such as patriarchy, nationalism, racism, and capitalism, that produce marginalization. It also 
explores how populations affected by such forces, including women, migrants, and LGBTQ+ communities, navigate and contest their 
impacts. Ultimately, this course challenges students to critically inspect how power operates in Korean society by exploring the 
experiences of exclusion and marginalization, as well as the possibilities and limits of resistance. While the primary focus will be on 
contemporary issues, the course will also consider their historical roots, using theoretical readings and case studies to explore both 
past and present dynamics. 
 

 
 

WOMEN’S, GENDER, & SEXUALITY STUDIES 
 

WGSS 2808a/EALL 2808a  Sexual Cultures in East Asia                     Kyunghee Eo 
Seminar 
W 1.30-3.25 

This course explores how sex and sexuality have been discussed, regulated, and represented across East Asia and its diaspora, with 
particular focus on non-normative sexualities and gender variance. Course materials are organized in roughly chronological order, 
moving from scholarship on homoerotic practices in premodern East Asia; the introduction of modern sexological discourse in the 
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early twentieth century; literary expressions of sexual deviance from the Cold War era (1945-1987); and LGBTQ subjectivities, 
cultures, and social movements since the 1990s. All class materials will be in English translation, and no previous knowledge of East Asian 
languages is required. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


