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ANTHROPOLOGY & ARCHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
 
ANTH 5331a/CLSS 7000a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
EALL 7730a/HIST 6000a/           Avary Taylor 
HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
ANTH 5332b/CLSS 7001b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
EALL 7731b/HIST 6010b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
ANTH 5824a     Politics of Memory        Yukiko Koga 
 M 1.30-3.25 
This course explores the role of memory as a social, cultural, and political force in contemporary society. How societies remember 
difficult pasts has become a contested site for negotiating the present. Through the lens of memory, we examine complex roles 
that our relationships to difficult pasts play in navigating issues we face today. The course explores the politics of memory that 
takes place in the realm of popular culture and public space. It asks such questions as: How do you represent difficult and contested 
pasts? What does it mean to enable long-silenced victims’ voices to be heard? What are the consequences of re-narrating the past 
by highlighting past injuries and trauma? Does memory work heal or open wounds of a society and a nation? Through examples 
drawn from the Holocaust, the atomic bombing in Hiroshima, the Vietnam War, genocide in Indonesia, and massacres in Lebanon, 
to debates on confederacy statues, slavery, and lynching in the United States, the course approaches these questions through an 
anthropological exploration of concepts such as memory, trauma, mourning, silence, voice, testimony, and victimhood. Instructor 
permission required. 
 
 
 
 

https://courses.yale.edu/
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ANTH 6258a/ARCG 6258a  Archaeology of China                Anne Underhill 
 MW 9.00-10.15 
In this course, we use the lens of archaeology to explore life in early China from the Neolithic through the Han Dynasty. Drawing 
on all available lines of evidence, we examine important themes, such as the rise of social complexity, ritual and religious practices, 
urbanism, and the development of writing. Finally, we outline the history of archaeology in China and situate new finds and research 
within the larger global context. Instructor permission required. 
 
ANTH 7226b/ARCG 7226b  Ancient Civilizations of the Eurasian Steppes    William Honeychurch 
 F 4.00-5.55 
Peoples of the steppe zone, stretching from Eastern Europe to Mongolia, have played a pivotal role in Old World prehistory, 
though much about their societies and lifeways is still shrouded in mystery. The archaeology of this macro-region has developed 
rapidly since the 1990s, and this course presents an overview of major topics and debates in the region based on what 
archaeologists currently know about Eurasian steppe societies of the past. 

 
 

ARCHITECTURE, SCHOOL OF 
 

ARCH 7117a    Spatial Concepts of Japan: Their Origins and Development in Architecture  
W 1.30-3.25   and Urbanism            Yoko Kawai 

The seminar explores the origins and developments of Japanese spatial concepts and surveys how they help form the contemporary 
architecture, ways of life, and cities of the country. Many Japanese spatial concepts, such as ma, are about creating time-space 
distances and relationship between objects, people, space, and experiences. These concepts go beyond the fabric of a built structure 
and encompass architecture, landscape, and city. Each class is designed around one or two Japanese words that signify particular 
design concepts. Each week, a lecture on the word(s) with its design features, backgrounds, historical examples, and contemporary 
application is followed by student discussion. Contemporary works studied include those by Maki, Isozaki, Ando, Ito, SANAA, and 
Fujimoto. The urbanism and landscape of Tokyo and Kyoto are discussed. Students are required to make in-class presentations and 
write a final paper. Limited enrollment. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

CLASSICS 
 

CLSS 7000a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
EALL 7730a/HIST 6000a/           Avary Taylor 
HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
CLSS 7001b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
EALL 7731b/HIST 6010b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
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DIVINITY, SCHOOL OF 
 

REL 6616a    Introduction to East Asian Theologies       Chloe Starr 
 M 1.30-3.20 
This course introduces a range of theological themes and key thinkers in twentieth- and twenty-first century Japan, Taiwan, Korea, 
and Hong Kong. It surveys different theological movements within these countries (such as “homeland theology,” Minjung 
theology, the “no-church” movement, protest theology) and encourages a critical response to the challenges that these theologies 
raise for Christians in Asia and elsewhere. The course considers contextualization and inculturation debates in each of these 
societies, as well as regional responses to Christianity. We read primary texts in English, with background reading for context, 
and students are encouraged to develop their own responses to the authors and their thought. 

 
 

EARLY MODERN STUDIES 
 
EMST 6890a/EAST 8301a/  Research in Japanese History                          Daniel Botsman 
HIST 8553a 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
After a general introduction to the broad array of sources and reference materials available for conducting research related to the 
history of Japan since ca. 1600, students prepare original research papers on topics of their own choosing in a collaborative 
workshop environment. Prerequisite: reading knowledge of Japanese. 

 
 

EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES & LITERATURES 
 
EALL 5690a    Topics in Modern Korean Literature              Kyunghee Eo 
 T 1.30-3.25 
In this course, students read key works of Korean literature in English translation from the early twentieth century to the present 
day. The specific course topic varies by term. Primary sources include long-form novels, short stories, poetry, and nonfiction 
writing by representative authors, as well as literary scholarship on themes and historical context relevant to the materials. The 
readings in this course are arranged in roughly chronological order, requiring us to examine Korea’s colonial modernization process 
in the first half of the twentieth century, the authoritarian regimes of South Korea from 1948 to 1987, and South Korea’s integration 
into the neoliberal world order after democratization. Supplementary audio-visual materials such as artwork, video clips and music may 
be presented to students in class. All class materials are in English translation, and no previous knowledge of Korean language is required. 
 
EALL 5808a/WGSS 5808a  Sexual Cultures in East Asia                Kyunghee Eo
 W 1.30-3.25 
This course explores how sex and sexuality have been discussed, regulated, and represented across East Asia and its diaspora, with 
particular focus on non-normative sexualities and gender variance. Course materials are organized in roughly chronological order, 
moving from scholarship on homoerotic practices in premodern East Asia; the introduction of modern sexological discourse in 
the early twentieth century; literary expressions of sexual deviance from the Cold War era (1945–1987); and LGBTQ subjectivities, 
cultures, and social movements since the 1990s. All class materials will be in English translation, and no previous knowledge of East Asian 
languages is required. 
 
EALL 5810b/FILM 8730b  Japanese Cinema and Its Others    Aaron Gerow 
 MW 11.35-12.50; Screenings HTBA 
Critical inquiry into the myth of a homogeneous Japan through analysis of how Japanese film and media historically represent 
“others” of different races, ethnicities, nationalities, genders, and sexualities, including women, black residents, ethnic Koreans, 
Okinawans, Ainu, undocumented immigrants, LGBTQ minorities, the disabled, youth, and monstrous others such as ghosts. 
 
EALL 6000a/EAST 6222a  Sinological Methods           Pauline Lin 
 F 9.25-11.20 
A research course in Chinese studies, designed for students with background in modern and literary Chinese. Students explore 
and evaluate the wealth of primary sources and research tools available in China and in the West. For native speakers of Chinese, 
introduction to the secondary literature in English and instruction in writing professionally in English on topics about China. Topics 
include Chinese bibliographies; bibliophiles’ notes; specialized dictionaries; maps and geographical gazetteers; textual editions, 
variations, and reliability of texts; genealogies and biographical sources; archaeological and visual materials; and major Chinese 
encyclopedias, compendia, and databases.   
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EALL 6010b    Ancient and Medieval Chinese Poetry        Luke Bender 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
Readings in ancient and middle-period Chinese poetry, from the beginnings of the tradition through the Song dynasty. Prerequisite: 
one year of classical/literary Chinese or equivalent, or permission of the instructor. 
 
EALL 7400a    Topics in Early Chinese Literature               Mick Hunter 
 F 1.30-3.25 
An examination of key texts and problems in the study of early Chinese literature. Primary sources vary from year to year but 
could include the Shijing, Chuci, Shiji, early sources of anecdotal literature, and the fu. Discussions and papers are in English. This 
course may be repeated for credit. 
 
EALL 7730a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/HIST 6000a/           Avary Taylor 
HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
EALL 7731b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/HIST 6010b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
EALL 8060a/EAST 8221a/  Research in Japanese Film History      Aaron Gerow 
FILM 9210a 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
This seminar covers the methods and problems of researching and writing Japanese film history. We review the theoretical issues 
involved in historiography in general and film historiography in particular, and then consider how these are pertinent to the study 
of Japanese cinema history. Our approach is critical, as we examine several recent examples of Japanese film historiography, as well 
as practical, as we explore various methods and strategies for researching Japanese film history. We particularly focus on the 
Japanese cinema’s historical relation to the nation, especially in terms of how cinema may help us historicize the nation, and vice 
versa. Students develop their own research project using the unique collections at Yale. Knowledge of Japanese is helpful but not 
essential. 
 
 

Courses in East Asian languages at the elementary, intermediate, and advanced levels are listed in the  
Yale College Programs of Study. 

 
CHINESE 
 
CHNS 5700a    Introduction to Literary Chinese I         Pauline Lin   
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Reading and interpretation of texts in various styles of literary Chinese (wenyan), with attention to basic problems of syntax and 
literary style. Prerequisite: CHNS 1510, CHNS 1530, CHNS 1570 or equivalent. 
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CHNS 5710b    Introduction to Literary Chinese II          Pauline Lin   
 T,Th 11.35-12.50 
Continuation of CHNS 5700a. Reading and interpretation of texts in various styles of literary Chinese (wenyan), with attention to 
basic problems of syntax and literary style. After CHNS 5700 or equivalent. 
 

JAPANESE 
 
JAPN 5700a    Introduction to Literary Japanese             Yoshitaka Yamamoto 
 T,Th 9.00-10.15 
Introduction to the grammar and style of the premodern literary language (bungotai). We read Taketori monogatari (The Tale of the 
Bamboo Cutter, ca. 909), the oldest surviving work of prose fiction in Japanese, with a view toward understanding how literary 
texts were created, preserved, and disseminated in premodern Japan and East Asia. Prerequisite: JAPN 1510 or equivalent. Instructor 
permission required. 

 
 

EAST ASIAN STUDIES 
 
EAST 5301b    Advanced Readings in Tokugawa Documents       Masato Takenouchi 
 HTBA 
The holdings of the Yale University Library include numerous collections of invaluable pre-modern Japanese documents, including 
many, such as the “Kyoto Komonjo” collection, which make it possible to delve deep into the history of Tokugawa period (1600–
1868) Japan. In the last two years, moreover, the Council on East Asian Studies has been able to acquire a variety of fascinating 
new collections of Tokugawa period documents to augment the library’s existing holdings. As a result, students at Yale now have 
the opportunity to use unpublished primary sources to study various aspects of Tokugawa period history in a way that is rarely 
possible outside of Japan. This course is intended to help graduate students and properly qualified undergraduates build the 
advanced skills, knowledge, and confidence needed to engage these kinds of materials independently and use them to pursue a 
variety of historical research topics. Students participating in this course should have a high level of competency in Japanese.  
Prerequisite: HIST 304J, Japanese Historical Documents, or instructor's permission. 
 
EAST 6222a/EALL 6000a  Sinological Methods           Pauline Lin 
 F 9.25-11.20 
A research course in Chinese studies, designed for students with background in modern and literary Chinese. Students explore 
and evaluate the wealth of primary sources and research tools available in China and in the West. For native speakers of Chinese, 
introduction to the secondary literature in English and instruction in writing professionally in English on topics about China. Topics 
include Chinese bibliographies; bibliophiles’ notes; specialized dictionaries; maps and geographical gazetteers; textual editions, 
variations, and reliability of texts; genealogies and biographical sources; archaeological and visual materials; and major Chinese 
encyclopedias, compendia, and databases. 
 
EAST 8221a/EALL 8060a/  Research in Japanese Film History      Aaron Gerow 
FILM 9210a 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
This seminar covers the methods and problems of researching and writing Japanese film history. We review the theoretical issues 
involved in historiography in general and film historiography in particular, and then consider how these are pertinent to the study 
of Japanese cinema history. Our approach is critical, as we examine several recent examples of Japanese film historiography, as well 
as practical, as we explore various methods and strategies for researching Japanese film history. We particularly focus on the 
Japanese cinema’s historical relation to the nation, especially in terms of how cinema may help us historicize the nation, and vice 
versa. Students develop their own research project using the unique collections at Yale. Knowledge of Japanese is helpful but not 
essential. 
  
EAST 8301a/EMST 6890a/  Research in Japanese History                          Daniel Botsman 
HIST 8553a 
 Th 1.30-3.25 
After a general introduction to the broad array of sources and reference materials available for conducting research related to the 
history of Japan since ca. 1600, students prepare original research papers on topics of their own choosing in a collaborative 
workshop environment. Prerequisite: reading knowledge of Japanese. 
 
EAST 9100a or b    Independent Study                              
By arrangement with faculty and with approval of the DGS. 
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EAST 9900a or b   Master’s Thesis                  
Directed reading and research on a topic approved by the DGS and advised by a faculty member (by arrangement) with expertise 
or specialized competence in the chosen field. Readings and research are done in preparation for the required master’s thesis. 

 
 

FILM & MEDIA STUDIES 
 

FILM 8730b/EALL 5810b  Japanese Cinema and Its Others    Aaron Gerow 
 MW 11.35-12.50 
Critical inquiry into the myth of a homogeneous Japan through analysis of how Japanese film and media historically represent 
“others” of different races, ethnicities, nationalities, genders, and sexualities, including women, black residents, ethnic Koreans, 
Okinawans, Ainu, undocumented immigrants, LGBTQ minorities, the disabled, youth, and monstrous others such as ghosts. 
 
FILM 9210a/EALL 8060a/  Research in Japanese Film History      Aaron Gerow 
EAST 8221a  
 Th 1.30-3.25 
This seminar covers the methods and problems of researching and writing Japanese film history. We review the theoretical issues 
involved in historiography in general and film historiography in particular, and then consider how these are pertinent to the study 
of Japanese cinema history. Our approach is critical, as we examine several recent examples of Japanese film historiography, as well 
as practical, as we explore various methods and strategies for researching Japanese film history. We particularly focus on the 
Japanese cinema’s historical relation to the nation, especially in terms of how cinema may help us historicize the nation, and vice 
versa. Students develop their own research project using the unique collections at Yale. Knowledge of Japanese is helpful but not 
essential. 

 
 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS, JACKSON SCHOOL OF 
 

GLBL 6285b    China’s Challenge to the Global Economic Order                   Hanscom Smith 
T 1.30-3.25 

In the decades after 1979, China’s adherence to key tenets of the US-backed liberal international economic system enabled it to 
achieve middle income status. After the 2008-9 global financial crisis, however, weaknesses in the US model combined with China’s 
own sustained growth increased Beijing’s confidence in an alternative, state-oriented model that increasingly underpins China's 
foreign economic engagement. This course examines the basis of China’s economic strength as a precursor to investigating the 
Belt and Road initiatives, trade, investment, and development policies, international organization advocacy, business practices, and 
other aspects of China’s growing international economic footprint. These factors are analyzed from the perspective of China’s 
internal dynamics, competition with the United States, and overall foreign policy goals and are evaluated for their impact on the 
prevailing global economic order. Planned guest speakers include senior representatives from the State Department and the 
Embassy of China in Washington, as well as experts on Chinese investment in the United States and Taiwan’s role in global 
technology supply chains. In-class simulations focus on China’s WTO accession and the Belt and Road Initiative versus the Indo-
Pacific Strategy. The course is taught by a practitioner who spent over a decade managing US government economic policy in and 
on China. Instructor permission required. 

 
 

HISTORY 
 

HIST 6000a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/EALL 7730a/           Avary Taylor 
HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
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HIST 6010b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/EALL 7731b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
HIST 8500a    Topics in the Historiography of Modern China               Arne Westad     
 Th 4.00-5.55 
This reading seminar surveys major themes in Chinese history since the late nineteenth century. Through reading both classic and 
recent research, students familiarize themselves with key debates that have shaped the historical understanding of modern China. 
Instructor permission required. 
 
HIST 8531a    Documents in Tang, Song, and Yuan Dynasties            Valerie Hansen     
 T 9.25-11.20 
A survey of the historical genres of premodern China: the dynastic histories, other chronicles, gazetteers, literati notes, and 
Buddhist and Daoist canons. How to determine what different information these sources contain for research topics in different 
fields. Prerequisite: at least one term of classical Chinese. 
 
HIST 8536a    The City in Imperial China                           Maura Dykstra     
 W 1.30-3.25 
This course surveys the philosophical and practical dimensions of city organization and governance from the walled domains and 
ritual federations of Early China to the highly-controlled wards and streets of Middle China and the sophisticated administrative 
institutions of Late Imperial urban municipalities. The development of imperial cities is situated in the particular traditions and 
sources of Chinese dynasties and empires while also held in conversation with the broader field of urban history (especially during 
the Early Modern modules of the seminar). 
 
HIST 8550a    Readings in Japanese History to 1900    Fabian Drixler 
 M 1.30-3.25 
A critical introduction to debates in the history of Japan up to about 1900, with particular emphasis on the Tokugawa period but 
some coverage of earlier times as well. Readings are in English but, depending on student interest, supplemental materials may also be 
assigned in Japanese. 
 
HIST 8553a/EAST 8301a/  Research in Japanese History                          Daniel Botsman 
EMST 6890a  
 Th 1.30-3.25 
After a general introduction to the broad array of sources and reference materials available for conducting research related to the 
history of Japan since ca. 1600, students prepare original research papers on topics of their own choosing in a collaborative 
workshop environment. Prerequisite: reading knowledge of Japanese. 

 
 

HISTORY OF ART 
 

HSAR 6564a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/EALL 7730a/           Avary Taylor 
HIST 6000a /JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
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environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
HSAR 6574b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/EALL 7731b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HIST 6010b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 

 
 

JEWISH STUDIES 
 

JDST 6553a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/EALL 7730a/           Avary Taylor 
HIST 6000a /HSAR 6564a/NELC 5330a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
JDST 6554b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/EALL 7731b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HIST 6010b/HSAR 6574b/NELC 5331b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 

 
 

NEAR EASTERN LANGUAGES & CIVILIZATIONS 
 

NELC 5330a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/EALL 7730a/           Avary Taylor 
HIST 6000a /HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/RLST 8030a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
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their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
 
NELC 5331b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/EALL 7731b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HIST 6010b/HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/RLST 8031b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 

 
 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
 
PLSC 7433a    Japanese Politics and Foreign Policy           Charles McClean 

W 1.30-3.25 
This class introduces students to thirteen important puzzles about contemporary Japanese politics and foreign policy, discusses 
various ways in which scholars have attempted to solve these puzzles, and suggests pathways for future research. Together, we 
seek to explain policy outcomes across a wide range of topics, including constitutional revision, defense, economic growth, energy, 
gender, immigration, income inequality, population aging, territorial disputes, and trade. In the process, we learn (1) the important 
actors in Japanese politics (e.g., voters, politicians, parties, bureaucrats, and firms); (2) the positions that different actors take with 
respect to various policies, as well as the sources of these policy preferences; and (3) how political institutions block or enhance 
the representation of these actors’ interests. 
 
PLSC 7930a    Governing China               Daniel Mattingly 
 T 9.25-11.20 
Study of the politics of contemporary China with a focus on recent research. Topics include authoritarianism, representation, local 
governance, elite politics, censorship, propaganda, protest, and the rule of law. Instructor permission required. 
 

 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
RLST 8030a/ANTH 5331a/ Archaia Seminar: Art, Architecture, and Climate Change in the Premodern World 
CLSS 7000a/EALL 7730a/           Avary Taylor 
HIST 6000a /HSAR 6564a/JDST 6553a/NELC 5330a 
 M 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 
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RLST 8031b/ANTH 5332b/ Archaia Seminar: Literacy, Books, & Materiality of Writing in Premodern World 
CLSS 7001b/EALL 7731b/                Victoria Almansa-Villatoro 
HIST 6010b/HSAR 6574b/JDST 6554b/NELC 5331b           Joe Glynias 
 W 9.25-11.20 
This seminar explores artistic, architectural, and material responses to environmental transformations, such as floods, droughts, 
volcanic events, and periods of exceptional abundance, across the premodern world. Foregrounding the indivisibility of natural 
worlds and human creativity, we examine how ancient peoples conceived of, and responded to, the disruptions and affordances of 
their environment. Through a comparative framework that puts cultures across the ancient world into conversation—from 
Mesopotamia to Mesoamerica and beyond—we trace the entanglements of art, politics, and climate, asking: how, if at all, did 
environmental change materialize in the things people made? This course serves as an Archaia Core Seminar. It is connected with Archaia’s 
Ancient Societies Workshop (ASW), which runs a series of events throughout the academic year related to the theme of the seminar. Students 
enrolled in the seminar must attend all ASW events during the semester in which the seminar is offered. 

 
 

WOMEN’S GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES 
 
WGSS 5808a/EALL 5808a  Sexual Cultures in East Asia                Kyunghee Eo
 W 1.30-3.25 
This course explores how sex and sexuality have been discussed, regulated, and represented across East Asia and its diaspora, with 
particular focus on non-normative sexualities and gender variance. Course materials are organized in roughly chronological order, 
moving from scholarship on homoerotic practices in premodern East Asia; the introduction of modern sexological discourse in 
the early twentieth century; literary expressions of sexual deviance from the Cold War era (1945–1987); and LGBTQ subjectivities, 
cultures, and social movements since the 1990s. All class materials will be in English translation, and no previous knowledge of East Asian 
languages is required. 


